-

T RE




G o oy -~ L R, T

AT |12 quaATdTe Scid — 0% wom R

Siorw foA “oft \TE wq afa’ Ty (HeaT i B -dewta
SIIEATIH Giifa & T aAqT wEwR it
oft Treteg sera), off O Rt R (ST RN STfereRRt
ot eroan wree e @ wfew vy ot T vieres)
Ta dfon (HfeR gowt sit Sueg uteew) it ynwmETn
wéwﬁﬁﬁtﬁmﬁzﬁaﬁ? 1A W TEAH

el




| 24l i o TR — STeRIaR R09%
(" SHREE SAI BABA SANSTHAN TRUST (SHIRDI) )

Management Committee

Hon. Sri Shashikant Kulkarni
(Principal District & Sessions Judge, Ahmednagar)

Chairman
Hon. Sri Anil Kavade Hon. Sri Rajendra Jadhav
(District Collector, Ahmednagar) Member & Executive Officer
N Member Z

Hon. Sri Appasaheb Shinde Deputy Executive Officer

$ee 3Tgfd - URL:http://www.shrisaibabasansthan.org

2{1 = Tl arkl SHI LEELA

TorTfua a9 2933 Estd. Year 1923
a9 2% 3 Y Year 14 Issue 5
|G : * * Editor :
HIERN AR, off TS aren wea= i: W ::l Executive Officer, Shree Sai Baba
farvasa—saawarn (f@]g'f) Sansthan Trust (Shirdi)
(% TEdE... I
% A Spiritual Glimpse at Sai through Shri Sai Sat Charita : Dr. Subodh Agarwal &
o TEE off WS Y - G0 qTA W AGHA AT : WA Tt T 20
o 1T h! HETHHTIY T Aged TS T : a1 wiern 23
% Trjur fAureRR wpuT |TER oft AT ;g 2
% .. W3 H FAHA ... : fase Fw sfames RY
o* “Sai is Ever Alive” : Bela Sharma 29
¢* Experiences of Sai Maharaj 32
% e wdifa & e sgwa 3¥
«$* $AI EXPERIENCES 36
& 9TE HT ¥¢
Lo Divinity in Human Form in Sai Baba’s Era : Mrs. Suhas Yeshwant Joshi 53
i * Shirdi News 59 8




0000000000

... ITET o FTT 9 A g arEda | Jehia |

e S 1 gEa™ % ¥1e AT Yo g % qTed SHIe W AE Ie S are,
IHT W1, §1G F gdl § & Teh, GRIE0 96 YR § bl HATHHAN T 3TN TId § Tehl T8
T A= WRA a9 H T TAMT W o™ § TR S g1 39 el § Tl 7 93 BH deaeTs 8%
Bt B SATEUTH T THER g, TIAT BT 2| IR0 ATegTe W, Thfead L ¢ arell, -1
&1 g arer, 9 U9 § e U7 S a1l 8T 2 l... SEfTT at el Sar 8 - “guredr ud wret
W ; Ol fevmen o et W’

561 < A1 Bl fooreRet o 39 {3 1 Hecd qu-aqw % "I Wi o Y $© M, e
& 2 3R srEraror | 35 T @t % fote g qea =91 @1, e e i Segehar avft & WA |
S T off, 36 WIS AT T IAE A

I ¢3¢ H, AT T T $R2E o e & o 3w bl W # didiects=q % uv=g
TAHTTS-AETE § wfled & Uoh gyd =l afed g3 l...

reheaTq off TTE A Sfter shieft S Set 1 w9 gy fohar; for @ sien st fFeprer. .. i
TR IE HEHAT FehTedl. .. R R AU ame ot femre ST, iR avft o oft o rfda W fed.
Teatad gt 1 I8 M fierd &, 98 Al TE 7l TS, 9% iUk dF Tid 8 geehd o, IHhl
SfesaTettst 4 g Gror fohan, T o R srfsaraTd stemH g 5 @ #1 39 Sarenstt § avf
61 ARG TNy B T | HEHH B o foh g wirag it o 999 1A | affa gga o1 @i
a2t 1§ S gRA g I TR i wefifa s aor B @ B aeft S gk o6 o @1E W R
g IS FILNT 7 B, hIS Ueh AN 7 I, I8 GdicHe Taval o1 fvdTche g 8, JHTfe-
A dca I8H U BT | 3 Tt oft Ity & wifea &t fepam S weRanl...

THoh YA 31 B T 916 Weh £¢%0 H, AN 3T T 2%%¢ I 34 AN hl GWE h @ T
IR ! U8 ST 37618 o 3t T 3 3791 IR e foharm|... T@d-gAd & BT8R H=l. .
ft foama e o, STRIS B oIl Tt hit ATEl H 31Tg 3heaT B I Te &, ha Y
T, HH DU T, AT fogiol g1, B Teh H@ IoaTd B oF, I8 hal fufed o1 @&t
7! @m, ‘| % fomn B ot divm 2 ; o & o ora et oft S Shaw sterer BY.LL gaq
T el o, Ih fOIT T1eATq gad, @ -Teat Arar-fudt @ et ot 91 o STvareHTes did A1g
HH T - ... TH HEE ATA-TNUTA | T TET E HIHAT | | TgT & g6 dod—36d | @-3:@
T BT G | TET A BIe-a ATl & | Forea A giv1)L..70 gt ot @, B oft HA | za
qui gHI AT1g Wt | foh TreR & Uk & i WeR| 9 @l § § s || 39 TER e var |
H| et 3 orvaeer Ot @ F@n # | 91 At & It § weeardt 7| € @l @ehet o 7| | svadtea
| Al | AT g H AR H| T AR GA ¢ $YOR ok g0 W | GAUR § 7 Iqw1| | H qOEd @A
<t wraT| # Brpon i anareken| # € 9 3fgEt o yadt| wat-gat @gatil...”’ Cwgs wa
ST W | @ FT T TAR hiel R o AT Fafean aam wfiw s S s SR A d11 ...
3 |1 War 3TvEEd & T

... 912 & 3 AAETHS g1 hl e9-faewr &
%3 werdi ol e oft FieR weftfar forer w2, <o
feAi T seradl =1 @ 2.

Q00O




aiid i LEcld

September-October 2014

A Spiritual Glimpse at Sai through Shri Sai Sat Charita :
Shirdi Sai Baba initiates His devotees
in the methods of Karma Yoga, Bhakti Yoga,
Dhyan Yoga, Jnan Yoga and Samadhi Yoga
through His Words and Actions, and reveals to
them the profound Spiritual Path

Positioned in the middle of both the armies
on the holy field of Kurukshetra, Lord Krishna
was telling Arjun, “Many, many births both you
and I have passed. I can remember all of them;
but you cannot, O subduer of the enemy!”

bahuni me vyatitani janmani tava charjuna
tanyaham veda sarvani na tvam vettha
parantapa

Devotees like Arjun are constant
companions of the Lord, and whenever the
Lord incarnates, the associate devotees also
incarnate in order to serve the Lord in different
capacities. Arjun is one of these devotees, and
it is understood that some millions of years ago
when Lord Krishna spoke the Bhagwad Gita
to the sun-god Vivasvan, Arjun, in a different
capacity, was also present. But, the difference

(Bhagwad Gita, 4.5)

g

Lord Krishna is telling Arjun,

“Many, many births both you and I have passed. I can remember all of them; but you cannot, O subduer of the enemy!”
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between the Lord and Arjun was that the Lord
remembered the incidence, whereas Arjun could
not remember.

Sai Baba had
once told Shama
the same reality :
“You and I have
been together for
72  generations.”
(Shri  Sai  Sat
Charita,  Chapter
36) Sai had also
made known to the
three Dhurandhar
brothers of
Santacruz,
Mumbeai, 1e.,
Balaram, Babulji
and Vamanrao,
when these brothers came to Shirdi to take His
darshan in 1912 AD, the truth of His long bond
with them. Baba told them, “We are acquainted
with each other for the last sixty generations.”
(Shri Sai Sat Charita, Chapter 51)

Krishna remembered acts which were
performed by Him millions of years before,
but Arjun could not. We may also note herein
that a living entity forgets everything due to
his change of body; but the Lord remembers,
because He does not change His sat-chit-anand

= g i
Shri Sai Sat Chrita,
Chapter 27
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body (Brahma-sambhita, 5.1). He is advaita,
which means, there is no distinction between
His body and Himself. Everything in relation to
Him is spirit - whereas the conditioned soul is
different from his material body. And, because
the Lord’s body and self are identical, His
position is always different from the ordinary
living entity, even when He descends to the
material platform.

Devotees like Shama are constant
companions of Sai, and whenever Sai incarnates,
the associate devotees also incarnate in order
to serve Him in different capacities. Shama
was one of such devotees, and it was implicit
that at that point of time when Sai Baba was
witness to the incidences in the past lives of :
(a) the fat cow (The story of Mrs. Seetadevi
Tarkhad, wife of Ramachandra Atmaran alias
Babasaheb Tarkhad, who was a merchant’s fat
cow, yielding much milk in one of her previous
births, in Shri Sai Sat Charita, Chapter 27), (b)
the uterine brothers (the story of two goats,
in Shri Sai Sat Charita, Chapter 46), and (c)
Veerabhadrappa and Chanabasappa (The story
of the snake and frog, in Shri Sai Sat Charita,
Chapter 47), Shama, in a different capacity, was
also in attendance on each occasion. But, the
difference between Sai and Shama was that Sai
remembered the occurrences, whereas Shama
could not remember, despite the fact that Sai and
Shama had been together for 72 generations.
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Sai Baba is sat-chit-anand-vigraha. This
means that Sai’s transcendental body is eternal,
full of knowledge and bliss. Sar means ever-
existing for all time and in all places; in other
words, all-pervading in time and space. Chit
means full of knowledge. Sai has nothing to
learn from anyone. He is independently full of
all knowledge. Anand means the reservoir of all
pleasure.

A living entity’s body is asat - achit-
=7 niranand - just
the opposite of
sachit-anand.
Asat  means it
will not exist, and
achit means it is
full of ignorance,

and niranand
means full of
miseries.

Balaram
Mankar was a
staunch devotee
of Sai Baba.
After the death
of his wife he
renounced  the
world and settled
in Shirdi. Pleased
with his devotion,
Sai Baba then instructed him to go and live in
Machchhindragad (District Satara). Sai asked
him to practice meditation thrice a day in
Machchhindragad.

Mankar went to Machchhindragad and
began to practice assiduously the meditation, as
suggested by Sai Baba.

Shri Sai Sat Chrita, Chapter 31

After some days Sai Baba gave him actual
darshan when he was wide awake. Mankar
asked Sai Baba, “Why did you send me so
far away?” Sai Baba replied, “Your mind was
restless while you were in Shirdi. So, to steady
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your mind I directed you to Machchhindragad.
Earlier you thought that I was in Shirdi with a
body, composed of the five elements and three
and a half cubits in length. Now look carefully
for yourself whether the person you see here
now is the same you saw in Shirdi. It is for
this that I sent you here.” (Shri Sai Sat Charita,
Chapter 31)

The central thrust of the above story is on
these words of Baba : “Earlier you thought that I
was in Shirdi with a body, composed of the five
elements and three and a half cubits in length.
Now, look carefully for yourself whether the
person you see here now is the same you saw
in Shirdi.”

Sai Baba had once told Megha, “I have
neither form nor any extension; I always live
everywhere.” (Shri Sai Sat Charita, Chapter 28)
Sai ever lives, as also the previous Incarnation of
Lord Dattatreya and Shri Narasimha Saraswati
of Gangapur.

It is a universal truth that the Lord is far, far
away, and still, He is within us. His hands are
not like our hands. When the Vedas describe,
“The Lord has no hands”, that means He has no
hand like ours, not that a two feet hands which
we have got, or two or three feet hands, not this
hand. His hand is so large that He can extend
His hand in any part of His creation, millions
and billions miles away, and everywhere. That

Sai Baba does not change His sat-chit-anand body.
He is advaita, which means there is no distinction between His body
and Himself.
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1s the specific significance of His body. So this

\ is described here :

angani yasya sakalendriya-vritti-manti
pasyanti panti kalayanti ciram jaganti
anand-cinmaya-sad-ujjval-vigrahasya
govindam adi-purusham tam aham bhajami
(Brahma-sambhita, 5.32)

(I worship Govind, the primeval Lord,
whose transcendental form is full of bliss,
truth, substantiality and is thus full of the most
dazzling splendor. Each of the limbs of that
transcendental figure possesses in Himself, the
full-fledged functions of all the organs, and
eternally sees, maintains and manifests the
infinite universes, both spiritual and mundane.)

Baba’s reason of asking Balaram
Mankar to practice meditation thrice a day in
Machchhindragad was to initiate him into the
unique method of dhyan, bhakti and jnan yoga
and arouse spirituality in him through His
darshan in consonance with the teachings from
Brahma-sambhita.

Nanasaheb Chandorkar was one of the
most ardent devotees of Baba. “Nana was a
very respectable, married gentleman, having
children and having family traditions and a
position to maintain. Further, his training had
given him excellent qualities of self-restraint
and propriety of behaviour. So, he was not
ordinarily what one would call a lustful, lewd,
or lecherous person. He was on the other hand
a very properly behaved and excellent head of
a family.” (H. H. Narasimhaswami, Life of Sai
Baba, Volume II, 1983)

Yet, the Blessed Lord says :
yatato hyapi kaunteya
purushasya vipashchitah
indriyani pramathini

haranti prasabham manah
(Bhagwad Gita, 2.60)

(The senses are so strong and impetuous,
O Arjun, that they forcibly carry away the
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mind even of a man of discrimination who is
endeavoring to control them.)

There are many learned sages, philosophers
and transcendentalists who try to conquer the
senses; but in spite of their endeavors, even
the greatest of them sometimes fall victim to
material sense enjoyment. Even Vishvamitra,
a great sage and perfect yogi, was misled by
Menaka into sex enjoyment, although the yogi
was endeavoring for sense control with severe
types of penance and yoga practice.

Baba, Who was watching Nanasaheb
Chandorkar wherever he was, and at every
moment, noticed that he needed to be taught
and trained in the matter of lust. So, Baba
inculcated truths pm T
about lust, and H
made Nanasaheb
Chandorkar
absorb them.

On one
occasion, when
Nana was sitting
next to Baba at
the Dwarkamai,
two Muslim
ladies were
standing for a
time at a distance,
evidently waiting
to see when
Nana would go
away. They had
to remove their
veils at the time of taking darshan, which
meant - putting their bare foreheads on Baba’s
Feet; and they did not wish anybody to see
their faces. When Nana got up to go away,
Baba pulled him down and said, “Let these
people come, if they care”. So, the ladies
had to approach Baba and take darshan with
Nana by His side. Nothing happened when
the elderly lady removed her veil and took

Pam e &

Shri Sai Sat Chrita, Chapter 49
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@Baba’s darshan. But, when the younger did

The Blessed Lord says :

| the same, her face struck Nana as remarkably
beautiful. The sheen of the eyes, the brilliance
of the countenance, the perfect proportion of
the features, and the indescribable charm of
the whole person, were such that Nana was at
once smitten with her beauty. After the lady
resumed her veil, the thought struck Nana,
‘Shall I have another opportunity of seeing this
angelic face?’

Now, this state of Nanasaheb Chandorkar’s
mind afforded Sai Baba an opportunity to
reveal Nana profound spiritual truths and to
initiate him in the essence of bhakti yoga thus :

“That our mind is fickle by nature, it
should not be allowed to get wild. The senses
may get restless, the body, however, should be
held in check and not allowed to be impatient.
Senses run after objects, but we should not
follow them and crave for their objects. By
slow and gradual practice restlessness can
be conquered. We should not be swayed by
the senses; but they cannot be completely
controlled. We should curb them rightly and
properly according to the need of the occasion.
Beauty is the subject of sight; we should
fearlessly look at the beauty of objects. There
is no room for shyness or fear. Only we should
never entertain evil thoughts. Making the mind
desireless, observe God’s works of beauty. In
this way the senses will be easily and naturally
controlled and even in enjoying objects you
will be reminded of God. If the outer senses are
not held in check and if the mind be allowed
to run after objects and be attached to them,
our cycle of births and deaths will not come
to an end. Objects of sense are things harmful.
With vivek (discrimination) as our charioteer,
we will control the mind and will not allow the
senses to go astray. With such a charioteer we
reach the Vishnu-pada, the final abode, our real
Home from which there is no return.” (Shri Sai
Sat Chrita, Chapter 49)

tani sarvani samyamya
yukta asita mat-parah
vashe hi yasyendriyani
tasya prajna pratisthita
(Bhagwad Gita 2.61)

(One who restrains his senses and fixes his
consciousness upon me, is known as a man of
steady intelligence.)

Thatis to say, itis very difficult to control the
mind and the senses without being fully Krishna
conscious.
Without engaging
the mind in
Krishna, one
cannot cease
such material
engagements.

A practical
example is given
by the great saint
and devotee Shri
Yamunacharya
(also known as
Alabandara —
“The conqueror) who says : “Since my mind
has been engaged in the service of the lotus feet
of Lord Krishna, and I have been enjoying an
ever new transcendental humor; and, whenever
I think of sex life with a woman, my face at
once turns from it, and I spit at the thought.”

Shri Yamunacharya

Krishna consciousness or bhakti yoga
is such a transcendentally nice thing that
automatically material enjoyment becomes
distasteful. It is as if a hungry man had satisfied
his hunger by a sufficient quantity of nutritious
eatables. Maharaj Ambarisha also conquered a
great yogi, Durvas Muni, simply because his
mind was engaged in Krishna consciousness.

“The senses etc. can never remain without
their objects; but if those objects are first
offered to the Guru, the attachment for them




* will naturally vanish. In this way, all the vrittis

(waves of thought) regarding lust, anger,
avarice etc. should first be offered and directed
to the Guru and if this practice be followed,
the Lord will help you in eradicating all the
vrittis. When before enjoyment of the objects,
you think that Baba is close by, the question
whether the object is fit to be enjoyed or not
will at once arise. Then, the object that is not
fit to be enjoyed will be shunned and in this
way our vicious habits or vices will disappear
and our character will improve.” (Shri Sai Sat
Chrita, Chapter 24)

Sai devotees get teachings in Sai
consciousness or bhakti yoga from Sai Himself
thus :

“If a man utters my name with love, I shall
fulfil all his wishes, increase his devotion. And,
if he sings earnestly my life and my deeds,
him I shall beset in front and back and on all
sides. Those devotees, who are attached to me,
heart and soul, will naturally feel happiness,
when they hear these stories. Believe me that
if anybody sings my leelas, 1 will give him
infinite joy and everlasting contentment. It is
my special characteristic to free any person,
who surrenders completely to me, and who does
worship me faithfully, and who remembers me,
and meditates on me constantly. How can they
be conscious of worldly objects and sensations,
who utter my name, who worship me, who
think of my stories and my life, and who thus
always remember me, | shall draw out my
devotees from the jaws of death. If my stories
are listened to, all the diseases will be got rid
of. So, hear my stories with respect; and think
and meditate on them, assimilate them. This
is the way of happiness and contentment. The
pride and egoism of my devotees will vanish,
the mind of the hearers will be set at rest; and
if it has wholehearted and complete faith, it
will be one with Supreme Consciousness. The
simple remembrance of my name as ‘Sai, Sai’
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will do away with sins of speech and hearing.”
(Shri Sai Sat Chrita, Chapter 3)

The ‘Ashtavakra Gita’ is a classical advaita
vedanta scripture. This book documents a
dialogue between the sage Ashtavakra and Janak,
the king of Mithila, and embodies Ashtavakra’s
teaching to king Janak, which vouched him self-
knowledge between the time he placed one foot
upon the stirrup of his horse and lifted himself
to place the other foot on the other stirrup.

That is to say, when king Janak surrendered
his body, mind and wealth unreservedly to his
Guru Ashtavakra, he became absorbed in his
own self and went into the state of Samadhi. In
other words, by teaching him the Gita, he was
told that that was his real state and that he could
remain established in that natural state.

The ‘Ribhu Gita’ forms the sixth part
of Shiva Rahasya Puran. It details in about
two thousand verses the dialogue on the Self
and Brahman between the sage Ribhu (who
in turn heard it from Lord Shiva Himself)
and his disciple Nidagha on the slopes of the
Mount Kedar in the Himalayas. The Ribhu
Gita presents the timeless teaching of Self
Knowledge, emphasized by Advait Vedant. Its
fundamental tenet is the identity of the Self with
Brahman, a term signifying the vast Absolute.
This scripture presents the teaching given by the
sage Ribhu to Nidagha to become enlightened
into his true nature.

The following verse contains the declaration
of the disciple Nidagha before his teacher Ribhu,
expressing the spiritual achievements secured by
him by the grace of his teacher, and expressions
of his gratitude to his teacher Ribhu :

“Lord Sat Guru! By thy grace I have, in a
split second, shed all sense of differentiation of
Self and non-Self. I have attained the certainty
that all 1s Brahman and I am that Brahman Self,
I have become settled in the eternal bliss of
Brahman Self.”
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@ Shri Sai Sat Charita, like the Ashtavakra

Gita and the Ribhu Gita, also teaches about the
Supreme state of Realization. That is to say,
when the devotee surrenders his body, mind,
and wealth completely to the Guru, he becomes
absorbed in his own Self and goes into the state

SHRI SAI
SATCHARITA

THE WONDERFUL LIFE AND TEACHINGS
OF

SHRI SAI BABA

senses (five of action and five of perception),
(3) mind, (4) intellect and (5) ego. This path of
Brahma-jnan or self-realization is ‘as hard as to
tread on the edge of a razor’... The knowledge
of the self is so subtle and mystic, that no one
could, by his own individual effort ever hope
to attain it. So, the help of another person - the
Guru, who has himself got self-realization, is
absolutely necessary.” (Shri Sai Sat Chrita,
Chapters : 16-17)

Seek of the seekers, aim of the yogls

Ashtavakra €Cita
Sanskril text with English
Transliteration & Translation
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of Samadhi yoga (experience of the Self).

Baba once told a rich man, who had come
to Him for being initiated into Brahma-Jnana
or self-realization, that “for seeing Brahman
one has to give five things, i.e., surrender five
things viz. (1) five pranas (vital forces), (2) five

The Ribhu Gita

hopefulness of the karma yogis, a mile stone for
those in search of God, stage of self-realization
is sought by one and all (though subconsciously
in most cases). P

Sai Baba once [
encountered  His
Guru in a dense
jungle. The Guru /"
took Him to a well, {
tied His feet with a .
rope and hung Him (&}
head downwards [ 3
and feet up from
a tree near the |

well.  Baba was [}ECe7

kept  suspending [E&Hi#s,

three feet above [l

the water. Neither [N,

He could reach f§

the water with B : -
His han dS, . Shri Sal Sat Charita, Chapter 32

(Contd. on page 12)
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(Contd. from page 9)

could the water go into His mouth. The Guru left
the venue for an unknown destination, leaving
Baba behind in that pose in the well. The Guru
returned after four or five hours and hurriedly
took Baba out of the well and quizzed, “How
did you feel about your posture in the well?”
Baba replied, “O Gurudev! 1 was in a state of
paramanand (bliss supreme)...” (Shri Sai Sat
Charita, Chapter 32)

It meant that within the self-realized Baba
was intuitive peace and poise. Though He
remained hanging in the well for about four
or five hours, His mind ascended to the tenth
plane of the akashic ethers of the heavens.
Paramanand is the stage in the life of human
being when he sheds all his artificial inhibitions
and orients self towards search of the Absolute
Truth. The more one proceeds towards the
truthful end, the bliss felt by him in all actions is
but part of the eternal joy one had been seeking

anand... the state of experiencing eternal and
blissful joy finds its logical end when one
reaches the source of all inhibitions... the stage
of paramanand...when all senses get subdued,
mind becomes absolutely calm and feeling of
oneness of God is experienced. The stage of
paramanand 1is called self-realization. The
sadhak (seeker) gets absorbed in his own self
and feels the ecstasy experience of the Samadhi
Yoga.

“If anyone prostrates before Sai and
surrenders heart and soul to Him, then
unsolicited, all the chief objects of life viz.
Dharma (righteousness), Artha (wealth), Kama
(desire) and Moksha (deliverance), are easily
and spontaneously attained.” ((Shri Sai Sat
Charita, Chapter 6)

- Dr. Subodh Agarwal

‘Shirdi Sai Dham’,

29, Tilak Road, Dehra Dun - 248 001, Uttarakhand.
E-mail : subodhagarwal27 @ gmail.com
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““Sai is Ever Alive”

There is no coming or going to Sai Maharaj,
Whose state is such that having become one
with Brahman... he goes to Brahman (this is an
extract from Brihadaranyaka Upanishad, Ch.
4, Brahmin 4, Mantra), which says ‘one’ who
has no desires or whose desires have left him or
whose desires are centered in the atman alone,
the life in him does not depart, becoming one
with Brahman... he goes to Brahman. Then,
how can he be in a state of Niryan? (Ch. 42, Ovi
79, Shri Sai Sat Charita)

As the sanctum sanctorum for the Samadhi
Mandir was being dug that Baba had said,
“Break a coconut, we, all the children will pass
our time here itself. Here itself all the children
will find peace of mind.” (Ch. 44, Ovi 32-33,
Shri Sai Sat Charita)

Lord Sai is the Lord God Himself. He only
adorned a form for our upliftment. Casting
off the mortal coil was only a part of bodily
adherence as He became one with His Infinite
Self after Mahasamadhi. He is ‘ever alive’, not
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only from His ever alive form in Shirdi but He
is with each devotee, always, anywhere and
everwhere.

“Sai is Ever Alive”

Baba sits in the Samadhi Mandir the whole
day, from morning to night and yet is with
each one wherever and whenever anyone calls
Him with loving devotion. He is beyond sleep,
beyond time... listening to so many wants,
desires, happiness, joys, sorrows, quenching
the thirst of one and all, making us fearless,
happy, contented by filling us by our so longed
or desired wants, ambitions, expectations and
never ending emotions... Hence, soaking ‘all’
in His divinity, assimilating the darkness of our
life in His divine darkness, hence granting us
His divine light, we so desirous are.

“Sai is Ever Alive”

At night we put the ever awake Sai to sleep
(Shej Aarati) and retire tired, to sleep in our
bodily homes. He never sleeps. He assimilates,
gathers, cherishes, collects all that we have
given to Him through the day, in the casket of
His heart. He is in action - appearing to some
in sleep, giving visions and working the path of
elation for one all - as per the requirement of
each soul.

After our bodily sleep, we once again wake
up the ‘ever awake’ Sai by performing Kakad
Aarati followed by the holy bath whereby we
pour His own soothing form i.e. water to bathe
Him. It seems as though He is washing the
heat of our karmas with His own divine form
(water), to once again adorn Himself, as though
preparing to receive so many of His wandering
forms (us), all set to put His devotees or the
desired path of devotion, love and faith to show
them the light amid darkness. At the same time
to some children He gives a feel of His presence
all the time... always - in light, in darkness, in
joy, in sorrow, in elation, in degression. Giving
a feel that ‘all’ is HE and HE alone, He alone is
a reason for our smile and He alone takes varied
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./ forms that create causes for our tears, so on this

path of life, do not complaint, don’t cry, don’t
be unhappy, don’t be bogged down by fear.
Have full faith in Sai as He is everywhere, part
of everything all the time - Cherish and enjoy
His presence in everything - in joy, in sorrow,
pain and elation, in darkness and in light, as He
is an integral and essential part of all extremes
in life, in fact in everything in and around
us. Understand His true identity and hence,
broaden your perception - He is not merely joy,
He is in sorrow too. He is not light alone, He
is residing in darkness for you as the darkness
too belongs to Him. He not only creates, its He
alone who sustains and destroys too. Feel and
enjoy His presence in each moment of your life,
through each pore of your body. Feel, gather
and enjoy the Divine seated comfortably inside
you. Remove and overcome the outer ripples to
reach the inner peace - ‘HIM’.

“Sai is Ever Alive”

One morning Baba’s grace granted me a
glimpse of His divine presence all around me.
As I live in Delhi [ sing and enjoy Baba’s Kakad
Aarati from Shirdi on the Sansthan’s website
(Live Darshan). One day after the Kakad Aarati
1.e. after waking Baba bodily, I actually saw,
felt Sai, waking and awake for all of us, for
our benefit, for our upliftment. Baba’s presence
touched me in the feel of the cool breeze and He,
as light (the sun) was piercing His own darkness
(the night) to give His lonely feel. O Sai! Your
beauty was unparalleled. I saw You rise from the
depths of the East. Its not only Your light, Your
coming that elated me but I could also hear and
feel You welcoming Your own lightened self
in the fluttering of the pegions, in the croaking
of the crows, in the melody of the parrots, in
the music of the birds... Your orange radiance
slowly... slowly... lit up the Eastern Horizon,
illuminating all forms. Your colour became
darker, deeper... Your light brighter till You
fully arose to awaken the sleeping ones. You
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indeed are ‘beautiful’... You are full of joy. [As
stated in Ch. 43, Ovi 147 of Shri Sai Sat Charita
- In the Chavadi His presence is invisible; in
the mosque it is in the form of Brahman; in the
Samadhi Mandir, in a state of Samadhi, while
everywhere else, it is as ‘joy’ incarnate]. It is this
unparalleled joy that touched me this morning.

“Sai is Ever Alive”

So, Lord Sai is light, yet He alone dwells
in darkness. He is elation, yet resides with you
in depression. He is in the rising sun, yet sets
with the setting sun. He is joy, yet He alone is
in sorrow that ferries us to ‘eternal joy’. He is
within and without. He is inside and out. He is in
the twinkle of the eye, yet He is fully drenched
in each tear we shed. He is the feel of the sun,
rain, wind, clouds, heat, cold... impossible to
pen down His omnipresence. Try to gather Him
through the Nature’s touch. He is the hardest,
yet the softest. He is in me, He is in you... He is
in each creation of this universe.

“Sai is Ever Alive”

We, bodily beings, are tied with the
bondages of this body; so we can touch Him in
the Samadhi Mandir (His Samadhi), yet feel His
presence in all living forms around us, admire
His ever alive form in the temple, yet love and
imbibe His varied colours (forms) around us.
His Samadhi is the ‘source of energy’. So, gather
this Divinity (Sai) from the source (Samadhi
Mandhir), assimilate it, cherish its Divine flow
and tap it at all its pressure points i.e. in each
speck of the universe i.e. in and around us
everywhere.

The Brahman merged back into Brahman
1.e. the bodily self was given back to nature,
but the Brahman presented itself in vastness i.e.
in the entire creation as the omnipresent God.
So, taking Mahasamadhi is only an outward
enactment of the body as God is beyond life -
death, coming - going, He is eternal, ever alive.
He always ‘was’, ‘is’and ‘ALWAYS WILL BE’.
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It felt as through Baba whispered in our ears
that “the Samadhi in Shirdi is the ‘lifeline’, but
I am an integral and essential part of each speck
in the universe. So, start your eternal journey
from the lifeline i.e. Sai, paving the path from
my Samadhi in Shirdi and know - understand,
recognize, embrace only ‘me’ in every speck
in each moment of life, in the sunrise, in the
sunset, in the breeze, on the mountain top, in
the chirping of the birds, in the fragrance of the
flowers, in each animate and inanimate thing,
in every beat of your heart, in every effort, in
hope, in your entire being, in your incoming and
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attain the indivisible self - SAL.”

The Lord’s form is amazing, beyond the
limited parameters of our body or thoughts. He
is divine amazing, beyond perception, probably
that is why - He alone is happiness and is in
sorrow too. If He is pain, then He alone is the
remedy for the pain. He flows in the melodious
flowing water and He alone dwells as a fish in the
very same water. He alone creates, we humans
to search our true identity. He alone incarnates
and guides us to the path of deliverance. He
always was, is and always will be...

“Sai is Ever Alive”

outgoing breath and enjoy the bliss of my entire
self - each and every form. Always feel me near
you, bound to you always, inside you as your
lifeline. Recognize my omnipresence and do
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Drawing inferences, some people said that Sa1 was Brahmin and some that He was a
Mushim. He was beyond all castes and creeds. No one knew definitely when He was born or
where, in what community, or who were His parents. Then, how could He be a Mushm or a
Brahmin? If He was a Muslim, how would there be worship of fire in the Masjd, or a Tuls1
Vrindavan there, or how could He have borne the ringing of bells? How would He have
permitted the blowing of the conch, the recitation of ‘katha’ and ‘kirtan’ with mnstruments,
the playing of ‘tal, dhol, mridang’, and the loud chanting of the Lord’s name? If He was a
Muslim, would He allow application of sandal paste and other ritualistic worship while sitting
m the Masjd and eat with others there? If He was a Muslim, would His ears have been
pierced? Would He have renovated and repaired temples by spending His own money?
After bath, would He have worn an expensive ‘pitamber’® He never tolerated the shightest
disrespect to any Deities...

The listeners would question how the prasad could be distributed to all when Sai1 Baba
was a Muslim. How could He make the people eat food cooked by Him, which would be
defiling (for the Hindus) as per their code of behaviour? There 1s only one answer to this
question. Sai was always attentive to the matters relating to conformity or non-conformity
to religious matters. Sai never sisted that all the dishes prepared in the cooking vessel
should be partaken by everybody, indiscriminately. But, He fulfilled the desires of those who
wished voluntarily to have that prasad, in good faith. He never practised any fraud or deceit.
Besides, who knew the caste? Since He stayed in a Maspd it was said that He was a Mushm.
But, considering His ways of behaviour none knew to what caste He belonged. Where lies
the question of considering the caste of HimWho 1s believed to be God; and, at the dust
of Whose Feet refuge has been taken? Their attempt to attain spirituality must be treated
scornfully. Where lies the question of knowing the caste of Him Who is detached from this
world and heaven too; and Whose only wealth 1s discretion and detachment? The attempt
to attain spirituality by those, who do so, must be treated scornfully...




Today evening this author with a friend
went to visit Sri Shamrao Ramchandra
Vinayak Jaykar for some work at his
residence in Sri Tilak Mandir road in Parle.

Sri Shamraoji is a loving and devoted
one among the balgopals (children friends)
of Sai Mauli (mother).

He is an exceptionally popular artist.
The lovely oil painting of Shri Sai Baba in
Dwarkamai is painted by him. So also, the
oil paintings in the living and prayer room
of R. B. Moreshwar Pradhan’s house are
painted by him.

This gentleman (artist) had stayed at
Baba’s Feet for two years. Himself an ace
artist, having naturally cultivated the ability
from his childhood days to absorb the
minutest detail, his (Jaykar’s) oil painting
of Shri Sai Baba spell-bound the viewer, as
he had every move of Shri Sai Baba, His
sitting and standing and His interaction with
the people, very well etched in his mind.
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Sri Jaykar has so well captured the
love and excitement-filled smile for His
balgopals, reflected time and again on Shri
Sai Baba’s face, that the photographs too
of the oil painting bear testimony to it, what
more proof is required?

While talking about Shri Sai Baba’s
leelas (doings) Jaykar’s and the listeners’
eyes are filled with tears of joy. He has
agreed to send me in writing his Sai
experiences. These experiences will be
happily published in Shri Sai Leela.

Remembering his own general and
similar experiences from page four in
the Shravan issue, what he said today is
published here in his own words :

“While we were in Shirdi, it occurred
in Varde’s (a resident of Mumbai) mind to
perform a Satyanarayan worship at Sai’s
Feet. Accordingly he spoke his mind to
Shri Sai Baba. Baba said, ‘| do not want
Satyanarayan or other (worship). Why
are you unnecessarily falling into these
botherations.’

Varde pleaded, ‘Baba, | have made a
vow. You are the All-Knowing. Please favour
poor me to do this!’

Dwindling between yes and no, Shri Sai
Baba for once agreed. And Sri Varde began
to gather the materials for the worship.

Sri Varde exhausted all his resources
in procuring all materials for the worship
and he was falling short of Rs. 2% to buy
ingredients for prasad (food offering). He
approached Shri Sai Baba and implored, ‘I
am falling short of Rs. 2% for prasad, what
to do?’ At that time several resourceful
people were seated near Shri Sai Baba in
Dwarkamai. | was seated far on the outside
periphery. At that time, Baba pointing out to
me, said, ‘Go! That brother has Rs. 27%. Ask




/' and take from him.’

| alone knew that at that time, | had
just Rs. 2%z in my pocket. It was to be some
more time before additional money would
come from Mumbai. Therefore, | had very
carefully kept this Rs. 22 with myself to
spend it for other things carefully.

Sri Varde came to me and as soon as
he asked, | gave him the money.

Later, when Shri Sai Baba saw him
bringing four banana tree trunks, He asked,
‘What for, this?’ Sri Varde said, ‘We want
to put up a mandap (pavilion/shed) around
frou.

‘ do not want any of these,’” Baba
stated in anger. ‘Baba, why are You doing
this? Allow this poor man to fulfil his vow!
Varde pleaded.

Baba would not relent. Varde came to
tears. After some time, Baba agreed for
once! Then What! What to say, everybody,
collectively, with great enthusiasm, erected
such a wonderful pavilion around Shri
Sai Baba. Remembering that occasion
and as the said decoration come to mind
Babasaheb, the tide of happiness overflows!
Blessed indeed are the eyes of this poor
man, that witnessed that function.

Then began the reading of the pothi
(holy book). The reading of the pothi began
below the meeting hall.

At that time, | along with others, were
sitting in Dwarkamai, doing the Charan
seva (massaging the Holy Feet) of Shri Sai
Baba.

Instantly a thought came to mind, ‘Oh!
As per tradition, should we not be sitting
near the pothi, while the reading of the pothi
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was going on?’ Then the thought came, ‘Oh!
Are, we not doing the Charan seva of Shri
Sai Baba? The mind got agitated again.
‘What about the tradition of listening to the
pothi when the reading was going on?’

It takes a lot of time to tell all this and
write about this. But, the fickle mind-form
monkey took just a fraction of a second to
conjure up all this. Done with this, Baba
said to me, ‘Get up! Go down! Sit near the
pothi’

Everyone around was surprised, seeing
Baba ordering me alone, without telling
anyone like this. But, having experienced
Baba’s omniscience time and again, my
eyes were filled with tears, and getting down
the stairs, | sat listening to the reading of
the pothi.

Babasaheb! What all leelas of Shri Sai
Baba can | tell you!”

Who knows? | got to hear these leelas
from you. And by writing these you will make
the other balgopals aware of Shri Sai Baba
and make everyone’s life purposeful. Was
it not for this that Shri Sai Mauli caused
this intellectual co-incidence today. All the
leelas of Shri Sai Baba are unfathomable,
profound and incomprehensible. Stating
so, we both departed to return home after
taking an assurance from Shri Shamraoji
‘I will surely send you my experiences in
writing’.

R. A. Tarkhad, Editor

Shri Gokulashtami, Bandra,
Dated 24" August, 1932

Translated from Marathi by
Vishwarath Nayar

E-mail : vishwarathnayar@gmail.com
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Shri Sai Baba gives Reallsatlon ef HIS Presence
time and again at all places...

(sn1 EXPERIENCES

Translated from Marathi into English by Vishwarath R. NayaD

Untiring Efforts with Faith
and Perseverence will achieve

the Peak of Success...!

It is a universal truth that there is no
germination without sowing, no cracking without
smashing and no results without doing. After
sowing the rains must come. This is the grace
of God, destiny or nature! But, with grace,
if there is no sowing, then the fields will not
bloom. Meaning, Karmayoga (Yoga of action),
stated by Shri Krishna is not only important,
but also unavoidable. Only after this thought
is strongly embedded in the mind, one should
view the concept of yoga, God, faith and grace.
Even in faith there should be perception! There
is a difference between what is natural and
spiritual. When you make a call in a mountain
— valley you hear several echoes. And, if you
do not make a call, there will be silence - this

is natural. In spirituality, Bhaktiyoga (Yoga of
faith) a call made in the mind can reach one’s
Shradhasthan (on Whom one reposes faith).

What is faith, a child sent to playschool
starts crying and is not ready to stay, but when
he is assured that his motheris outside the class,
this gives him assurance. He has to undergo
schooling, not his mother. But, the assurances
and security he feels by the thought of her
presence, gives him the strength to go through
his study. And actions lead to outcomes. The
saints, yogis, Gurus do just that. Hence, they
are manifestations of the mother. It is not simply
that saints Gnyanai, Tukai, Vithai are referred to
as Gurumaulis (teacher mothers).

Asking for alms and rights are two

different things. You make efforts and you are
automatically entitled to ask for grace. To give
alms is the right of the intending giver and not
that of the one seeking.
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@ | am not advocating imagination, miracles,

)

blind faith and quackery. Also, | will not state
that results will come without effort. If | say so, |
will be negating my Shradhasthan.

| have absolute faith in Shri Sai Baba. Faith
(Shraddha) and perseverance (Saburi) are His
two principles. Perseverance means discretion
and thorough thinking over the pros and cons
followed by action.

My life was shaped on His tenets of faith
and perseverance. | got the reward of His grace
for my relentless effort.

When we came to Mumbai, our economic
condition was very poor. It was in 1980-
81. Mumbai was not as appalling then, as
it is today. But, also there were not as many
means of livelihood then, as today. | had lost
the protective roof of my father. Therefore, the
responsibility of my mother and my two sisters
fell upon me. It was extremely difficult to run
the house on the meager earnings, working for
a private company. One day, | lost the job too.
| started feeling helpless. | was engulfed with
disappointment. A cloud of various thoughts
was spinning in my head. Only my firm faith
in my efforts did not deter me. On the strength
of that alone to earn the eligibility, | appeared
for both the two years L.L.B. examinations in
one attempt. | felt darkness in all directions. In
this darkness a friend of mine, Sri Vijay Angane
lit a small lamp of advice and showed me the
path in that light. One cannot say in what form
one will meet the Guru. This is a fact, with little
resources and less time for studies, it was not
only difficult to attempt all papers at one time,
it appeared impossible. | was advised - ‘Go to
Shirdi. Surrender to Sai. Appeal for His grace.
There is no other hope. Have unflinching faith
that He alone will sail you through.’ Hearing this
| decided to go to Shirdi...

In April 1981 | took leave for six days to
study. After appearing for the 2" and 3™ year
L.L.B. examinations at one go, | went to resume
my work in 12 days. | then learned that my office
had relieved me from my work. The reason given
was | resumed work after 12 days when six
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days leave was sanctioned. | wanted to appear
only for the 2" year L.L.B.examination. But, my
above mentioned friend, Sri Vijay Angane said,
“Your examination fee for the 3 year has been
paid. Your seat number for the examination has
also been allotted. Sit for the 3 year.” Listening
to his insistence, | studied hard, sleeping for
only two hours everyday in the last six days and
gave my 3" year examination too.

| was very sure that | would clear all the six
papers of the 2" year L.L.B. examination, as |
had studied them thoroughly. But, | was doubtful
of passing in the 3 year L.L.B. examination.

And now | had lost my job also. And | was
worried as to how | would run the household
expenses. At that moment | met a gentleman. |
expressed my problem to him. He said, “Go to
Shirdi; take Darshan of Shri Sai Baba! Tell Him
your problem! Baba will certainly find a way out.
Go to Manmad from Dadar! From there go to
Shirdi by S.T. And he gave the details of the
travel.

The responsibility of mom and my sisters
who were studying worried me as | was
employed! What will happen in the future was the
draconian issue confronting me. | also had the
confidence to earn my livelihood by practicing
law, if | cleared both the examinations. But, if at
all | failed in any one subject, then what?...

In this dual frame of mind | went to
Dadar that evening and boarded the Manmad
train. From Manmad | reached Shirdi by S.T.
between midnight 12 and 1 a.m. | was new
to Shirdi. Being there for the first time, | knew
nothing about Shirdi. When | enquired at the
S.T. stand, one person told me, “Go to the
dharmashala (charitable rest house). Sleeping
facility will be available”. Accordingly | went to
the dharmashala after reaching Shirdi. | got a
bedding for 50 paise. | got up in the morning
and a Sai devotee from Agra came to me and
asked, “You look very disappointed, what has
happened?” | outlined to him my problems.
He said, “I| have come from Agra. Earlier |
was addicted to liquor, because of which my
business closed down and | was shattered. My
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wife came here and prayed and vowed. | got

rid of my drinking habit. Now | have a factory
in Agra and the whole family is prosperous and
happy. Baba will give everything. You go (to
Him) and whole-heartedly take His Darshan.
He will give you everything.”

After my bath, | went to the Samadhi Mandir
with full faith. At that time one could get to sit in
the Samadhi Mandir without disturbance, one
could also do Satyanarayan worship there.
| pleaded to Baba telling my whole story. |
was virtually conversing with Baba’'s Samadhi
(Tomb). And | could feel Him listening to me.
After the dialogue with Baba, | once again bowed
before Him and began my return journey.

Advocate Gavkar met me at the very
footstep of Dadar railway station. We knew each
other. He asked, “What are you doing?” I replied,
“I have appeared for the law examinations. |
am thinking of practicing law.” Hearing that, he
asked me to work for him from the very next
day.

| began going to his office at Delaile
Road everyday. The court was closed during
that time. Advocate Gavkar being a law
professor, law answer papers had come to
him for assessment. | assisted him for one full
month. Then came June. The 2" year L.L.B.
examination result was declared. | passed in
that. In a few days the date for announcing the
3year L.L.B. result was also declared. | awoke
in the morning and went to the college. | was
tensed. The result was put up on the board.
Before going to the board, | closed my eyes for
a moment and remembering Baba prayed and
told Him that my whole future is dependent on
this examination and | open my eyes and see
what, | had passed! It is indeed a miracle to pass
in all 12 subjects under adverse circumstances.
And when that happened, | knew it was due to
unflinching faith in my Baba...

After that | started practicing law and
gradually by Baba’s grace, my practice was
gaining firm ground.

| always started a new work on a Thursday.
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| firmly believed that was my auspicious
moment.

After financially stabilizing a bit, | got
married, and that too on a Thursday! My wife
was a senior police officer. Our first daughter
was also born on a Thursday. We named her
Shraddha. She is a doctor. The second son
was named Sainand. | named the third child
Abhishek and my wife named him Siddhesh.
Both are lawyers.

However, great a performer, a person may
be, for success he needs the Divine support. In
my life | got the support of Sai Baba.

Achildborninaveryordinary worker’s family
in Devgad, Sindhudurg district in Maharashtra
state has today earned the reputation of being
a meritorious lawyer in Mumbai city. This is all
due to Baba’s blessings and my persevering
efforts.

My reason to narrate all this is - | want you
to believe firmly, have faith and perseverance,

Sai Baba will certainly be with you.

= Advocate Vijay Chougule
E-mail : shraddhaent@vsnl.net
Mobile : (0)9820024314
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Shri Sai in 215 century...

In 2002-2003 my mother was diagnosed
with cancer. Each one in the family, father, elder
sister, younger brother (studying in school at
that time) were in the hospital. | was alone at
home, no one to talk to; so | looked at Him in
the photo frame (rather, He made me look at
Him noticing my loneliness) and | said before
taking leave, “Baba, yete!” (“Baba, | shall take
your leave!”) and that was His response “Ye
baal!” (“My child do come!”) before | stepped
out of the house.

My heart was filled with joy that He spoke
and | could hear Him clearly; He called me His
child, the soothing tone was a miracle. For the
first time it was a two-way communication and
too at the time of distress, when we need the




S —

Almighty’s help the most.

On reaching the hospital, | told my
mother about this and she simply smiled and
thanked Sai Baba, took the Udi (Holy ash from
Dwarkamai) and applied it on my forehead.
Her joy was wonder to watch. But, above was
the joy of seeing her selfless love, when she
applied the Udi to me rather than herself.

* “Vastu sod!” (“Leave the place at
once!”) March 2004 : While my mother’s cancer
treatment was still going on, there was tension
between our relatives. My relatives were trying
to create rift amongst us.

My grandmother’s death due to age shook
all the family members, especially me.

This was the first time | saw death in the
family. My younger brother was struck with
hepatitis; later, | was struck with hepatitis and my
sister got an epileptic attack all within a week’s
time. | had all sorts of nightmarish dreams of
other near and dear people dying. In one of the
nightmares, | saw a child’s funeral, and within
seconds Sai Baba screamed, “Leave this house
at once!” | have used the word ‘screamed’ here;
because it was more of an emphatic command
and a tone different from earlier words. He
made me realize that | have not overcome fear
of death. | was being treated for depression.
It was unnecessary fear, and He was not just
asking us to leave the house, but also fear to
leave my mind.

* Image in the hospital — He appeared as
a doctor along with other doctors ( July 2004)

We had still not left the flat that we were
living in. As a part of treatment for cancer, my
mother was being taken to the operation theatre
for biopsy. | was in the hospital and father, who
was a lecturer in Fergusson College, had to go,
as duty came first. Nonetheless, he stayed with
me and mother till she was taken inside the
operation theatre and | was sitting outside.

This was the first time | saw my mother
being taken; | started praying for her well
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being. Another woman'’s little baby was being
taken and the way she started crying was
heart rending. Everyone present outside the
operation theatre including her family members
were consoling her that everything will be fine.
Strangers too bonded and supported each
other - her feelings, fear were natural and
made me pray for the baby as well as other
patients. Suddenly, | was only chanting // Om
Anantakoti Brahmandnayak Rajadhiraj
Yogiraj Parabrahma Satchidanand Sadguru
Shri Sai Nath Maharaj ki Jai Il with my eyes
closed.

Minutes later, an image flashed in my mind.
The doctors were standing around a table, the
patient was not seen; but Shri Sai Baba, in His
white robe was standing along with the doctors,
as if supervising the patient and the doctors.

He made me felt His presence inside
the operation theatre - the patient was not
purposefully shown; because | realized that He
was with every patient with the golden words of
Patience and Faith in self, in doctors and for the
worried relatives.

* |seeyou; Cut't, add ‘ce’l

My mother was struck with tuberculosis
and it is a dangerous situation for a cancer
patient. Doctors had to test that cancer, which
was cured should not recur again, nor should
any other disease. By Almighty’s grace only
tuberculosis was detected and no malignancy.
Yet, my mother had to be in the ICU for ten days.
Again, family members were worried - and in
my bed time prayers, | looked at His photo and
said, “Baba, Intensive Care Unit (ICU)!” And,
He replied, “I see you!”

All my fears vanished. The ‘you’ implies
‘you all’. This is the message that He gave me
and it is my duty to share it with you all. While
mother’s health was getting better, my father
developed a heart problem. He was asked to
undergo angiography. Since, this was the first
time that a cardiac problem was noticed in the
family, my father was apprehensive. He feared it
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like a child fears an injection. It was in the same
K.E.M. Hospital, Pune (mother had been treated
here) that he was being treated and the day
angiography was to be done was a memorable
one. Sai Baba, Who initially appeared in a flash
as a doctor for my mother, this time, made His
presence felt once again. My father was scared
that because of the procedure his thighs may
pain a lot. Moreover, the other thought niggling
his mind was, what could be the diagnosis? My
father confided his worries to the person who
wheeled him inside; while injecting, he said,
“These are Sai Baba’s hands; do not worry.”

On hearing these words, dad cried. He
cried his heart out. How did that person say
this? The person, Mr. Sinalkar who lived in
Shirdi, but worked and stayed in Pune did not
even know that the patient - my father was one
of Sai Baba’s devotees. | was amazed, how he
took only Sai Baba’s name? It was of course
Sai Baba’s wish to help my father overcome
anxiety, fear and let him feel comfortable. He
appeared through that person’s voice. It was Sai
Baba Himself Who spoke through the person.
As in previous cases of ill health, Sai Baba had
once again cured him without letting him notice
the pain. Now, father had only to take care of
the cholesterol levels and regular medicines.

Couple of years later, | was detected with
pilonidal sinus - sinus at the end of the spine.
| was asked to undergo a minor surgery with
the doctor insisting that ‘sooner the better’.
condition. Since, | had experienced the
number of illnesses in the family, Sai Baba’s
guiding light and grace to cope with it, | was
feeling mentally stronger. My surgeon, Mrs.
Shubha Chandorkar counseled me well and
since Chandorkar was her surname, Sai Baba
said, “Look, Chandorkar’s Maina is there for
you.” She was the daughter of Nanasaheb
Chandorkar, a staunch devotee of Baba. Baba
in His inimitable way had reached Udi (the holy
ash) for hassle free birth of Maina’s child.

In 21t century, despite Baba’s indication
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that Who my surgeon was, | questioned Baba,
how many health problems in our family and
now | am tired; He continuously made me
realize - cut ‘t’, add ‘ce’! At first, | was not able to
comprehend, what this meant. It continuously
rang a bell in my mind. | was working on my
M.Phil. thesis in English language and trying to
find out one aspect - how teachers in classroom
correct errors like ambiguity and how online
tutors would do it.

And suddenly, our Master Philosopher,
friend, guide Sai Baba made me realize the
play of words with divine message in the word
PATIENCE. Since my parents, sister and | were
all patients at different points of time fighting
illnesses, it was the message :

Cut Tension, be Nice, Compassionate
and Endeavor - PATIEN ‘T’ - PATIENCE - keep
trying with faith in self, faith in doctors and
cultivate patience.

The operation went on well and | took more
time to recover than usual; yet, | did not feel any
pain as such - He did not let me feel it. What |
will never forget is the devotional song that He
as my soul played when | got up on the day of
operation -

Deh Devache Mandir (Body is the place of
God, the place of Worship)

It was an appropriate song, as if He had
entered my body to strengthen me, take away
the obstacles and the pain - which actually, |
never felt. | was woken by a relative of another
patient and | told her that | want to listen to this
song. Coincidentally, this song was there in the
mobile phone and she played it for me. At that
time, | did not realize the significance of this
song on that day. It was only after a week or so
that | realized Who hummed it in my ears as |
was getting up.

Eventually, | completed my M.Phil. and
dedicated the degree to Him, after which He
denied that He was a Master; for Him Allah the
most merciful was, is and eternally, will remain
the Master.
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“Ahankar tyag do!” Leave the ego - Throw
it out of your system at once. On 27 August
2008, | received the message in a dream that
was as follows : My sister was pleading me to
bow down and pick up her dupatta. | argued
and stubbornly, rejected her plea stating - “It is
yours. Why should | pick it up?”

It was Shri Sai Baba Who picked it up and
humbly requested in Hindi - “Ahankar tyag do!”
in a soothing tone.

He appeared in the form of actor of Sri
Ramanand Sagar’'s serial Sai Baba being
telecast on Star Utsav at that time. | still
remember the day, it was 27 August 2008. It
was seconds before 6.30 am and seconds later
| got up realizing that | had a dream and came
down to tell my mother, who at first told me
she had an image of Shri Tulja Bhavani in the
dream before she got up. What felt that life was
dry, but with these two visions we felt we were
experiencing the elixir of life.

Three hours later at 9.30 am, | had to visit
KEM Hospital with the same old state of mind-
depression.

This is what ego does. It takes one to a
height of “| am the most sincere, powerful and
within seconds, makes one fall into the inferno
- | do not have this, | do not have that — others
are better (withdrawal symptoms - depression).
It took me two months to accept that | have
ego; because the satan in me made me argue
with Sai Baba where | was in a denial mode —
How come ‘I’ have it? | do not. My inflated ego
refused itself - blinded me to accept that | was
egoistic.

The ego of staying in a bungalow, ego that
| offered water to others, and at the same time -
ego that | don’t have this and | don’t have that...
frustration and finally recurrence of depression.
Ego rose and shot up when after having
completed M.A. in English, my elder sister said,
| motivated her, and she completed it because
of my help; since | completed it before her,
calling me Guru at times. It also shot up when

September-October 2014

| saw my convocation certificate - masters in
English language; my ego said - | am a master
in this language. Seed of ego sown in third year
B.A. when my teacher Prof. J. Lobo said that
probably | topped the university in the subject
called Logic and Methodology of Science - a
subject under Philosophy.

Initially, | completed graduation, my elder
sister, who lost her confidence due to distress
and epilepsy, left masters in English half way.
| went on to complete my master’s degree,
where | had Milton’s Paradise Lost, book one
as a part of syllabus and the teacher wanted
me to present the Biblical references in it. This
is an epic poem, where satan is in the form of
serpent and often | wondered, why the Holy
Bible states that satan as a serpent and snakes
regarded as holy in Hindu culture.

The presentation lasted three lectures in a
span of four days and suddenly Milton’s magical
words made me realize the satan is within us,
the humans; but | was not able to identify it.

It took me many days to overcome the
hangover of this epic. | kept saying, evil is inside
and had lost my calm mind; so again depression
and medicines were required to calm my mind
- the subconscious that was disturbed unable
to find the evil. | was fighting with myself so
internal peace was lost.

One evening, | sat on the sofa where
Baba’s photo frame was exactly placed above,
and | suddenly started crying, realizing Sai
Baba is angry with me, unable to understand
exactly for what purpose; but | could notice
anger in His look; my soul made me believe,
He is angry and cried bitterly. My soul beyond
my understanding was making me sure that He
is angry. | hid my tears from the family; but |
cried and later asked for forgiveness, without
understanding, why He was angry. It is now that
| realize - He was angry with my egoistic nature,
back answering, and rebellious, self-centric and
spendthrift nature.

Eventually, | concentrated on academics.
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My father got assistance and the right person

for the plot he had invested in, for building a
bungalow, and as Sai had expected, we moved
to a new place. Due to immense faith that my
parents and we had in Sai Baba, he named
the bungalow ‘Shri Sai’. This was relevant that
He wanted the bungalow to be built from the
earlier words - “Vastu sod” (“Leave the house at
once!”) It was a dream - come true for all of us.
My mother was almost cured though she has to
visit once in a while for dilatation.

The deep mysterious message of these
words, now | realize, if we believe, body is a
temple, He was asking the satan in me to
leave my body - “Vastu sod!”. He still fulfills the
promises given to His devotees; one of them
being :

“Sharan maj aala aani vaaya gela,
dakhva dakhva aisa koni!”

“Show me a person who surrenders
himself to me and yet has gone astray!”

The worst of it was “I prayed therefore she
was cured.” - This was when | started working
in a company using my knowledge for guiding
student-writers offline in their assignments. It
was an American company, where English was
one of the subject and Maths, Statistics, Natural
Sciences were other subjects.

One of the colleague’s mother was ill. All
of us worked overtime and cooperated with her.
This reminded me of my friends’ help while |
was studying and my mother was ill.

| fought with Sai Baba the entire night with
tears and anger at same time. “Don’t You see,
how daughters really love their mothers? Why
are You so insensitive towards us? What are You
testing us for? It was okay with me; but why she
the colleague has to suffer like me, the pain of
watching one’s mother in trouble had made me
empathize with her.” | was praying, but fighting
more with Him. “You must do something!”

She was a kind friend more than colleague
and | could not sleep, nor bear her sorrow and
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her stress.

Two days later, | met that friend/colleague.
She was relieved. She was stronger than me
in handling the situation. She told me that
doctors gave better report and were positive of
her mother’s health. But, what she added was
- “Someone from Datta Guru Sampraday had
come to see her mother and gave some Prasad
after which recovery was noticeable.”

My heart said, it must be Sai Baba, but
instead of thanking Him, instead of asking for
forgiveness for the fight, the ego had taken its
toll. “I prayed, therefore, she got cured” is what
academicians like W. N. Dandekar said - “Horns
effect” - Satan again.

| was proud that | prayed! After all it was
not me alone but all colleagues, relatives and
unknown people praying, working, helping her.

= Minal Vinayak Dalvi
E-mail : meenalvd567@yahoo.co.in
Mobile : (0)9226945333
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Baba’s Strange Alchemy!...

| did my education till 12" standard in
our Mavadi village, taluka Kalkadu, district
Tirunelveli in Tamil Nadu. Basically, being very
good in my studies, | wanted to become an
engineer. But, the economic condition of our
home being very poor, this higher education
was beyond our means. | felt very bad that |
could not pursue the education of my liking.

My elder cousin brother, Professor Sri
M. Ramchandran was at that time serving in
Mumbai. He accepted my responsibility. | was
sent to him for my further studies. | came to
Mumbai in 1993. In Mumbai | saw temples of
Shri Sai Baba at several places. Till then | knew
nothing of This Sai, Who He was and where
from He came. Looking at the devotees doing
worship and making offerings, | considered Him
a Sadhu (ascetic), a Saint.

Meanwhile | applied at several places
for my engineering studies. Out of those | got
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Kopargaon. |, then went to Kopargaon, where
arrangement for my stay was made. | shared
my room with a student named Vinod. Vinod’s
father accompanied him. On the eve of the
commencement of the first year engineering
studies he took Vinod to Shirdi. He urged me
also to accompany them. | would have refused,
buton hisinsistence that Shirdiwas only 12 kms.
away and we will go and return soon, | agreed
to go with them, as further we had to spend
four years together in this room and hence, it
would be better to establish a comradeship. At
that time Shirdi was not congested with huge
crowds. We easily had Darshan. My mind felt
pleasant with that Darshan and what a joy to
begin the higher studies with the Blessings of
Shri Sai Baba!

Then it became a routine of us friends (Me,
Vinod and Arun) to get up early in the morning
once a month and walk to Shirdi to have Baba’s
Darshan. Days were passing off well.

The final examination got over. Papers
went well. We got our result. And, | totally
collapsed. | had verily failed in one subject!
| was stunned. Anyone could easily imagine,
how pathetic my condition must have become.
My cousin brother was bearing my educational
expenses. | was very much fearful of what he
will feel. As per our monthly routine we left for
Shirdi the next day. Various kind of thoughts
were buzzing in my mind. With these thoughts
| entered the Samadhi Mandir. At that time |
remembered that we did not bring Prasad
(offering) for Baba like always. Since we could
not go back, we moved forward. | spoke to
Baba from the depth of my heart, ‘how did | fail
in spite of studying? My eyes were filled with
tears instantly. Mentally prostrating as | was
about to move aside, the priest there placed
a bag of Prasad in my hand. | told him, ‘I did
not bring any offering. Why are you giving
me this?’ But, the priest not listening to me,
forcefully gave the bag in my hand. At that time
| felt that | should apply for re-assessment. |
applied accordingly... and with Baba’s graceful
blessings | passed...
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Completing my college studies, | became
an engineer and returned to Mumbai. | got a
job with Baba’s Blessings. During my college
studies, | used to go to Shirdi every month. After
coming to Mumbai, it was already five years
and | could not go to Shirdi. But, my devotion
for Shri Sai Baba was only growing day after
day...

| was staying in a tenement in Dombivli in
Kalyan taluka, Thane district in Maharashtra.
Veliah, a friend of mine also stays in Dombivli
only. Neither he, nor I knew that we were mutually
Sai devotees. By this time | had become known
to the Tamil people as a poet - author due to my
literary writings in Tamil. Through this | came to
know Velia and this acquaintance turned into
friendship...

One day Sri Veliah came to my house
with ‘Shri Sadguru Sainath Sagunopasana’, a
booklet in Marathi on the Aaratis of Shri Sai,
published by Shri Sai Baba Sansthan, Shirdi. He
told me that the Sansthan wanted this booklet
to be translated in Tamil. | was overwhelmed
and thrilled at the priceless opportunity that
suddenly came my way... My joy knew no
bounds... | considered it my great fortune only.
With Baba’s grace, | completed the translation
of those Aaratis in Tamil in 4-5 months.

The hand-written translation was typed
on the computer. To make some corrections, |
one day went to Veliah’s house in the morning
at 9 o’clock. Till 6 o’clock in the evening, me,
Velia, his wife and another Marathi friend, four
of us together corrected the DTP work on the
computer. While making the corrections, we
were carefully saving the same too. At 6 p.m.
| told my associates that | would go home and
come back and then complete the balance
work! After going home and having my dinner, |
returned to Veliah’s house at 9 p.m. We started
the computer to begin the work and saw that
the computer had not saved the work that we
had done so far. The mistakes were visible as
before. We were bewildered. We debated much
on how could this happen. But, could not find
answers! Finally we determined to start this
work with renewed zeal and complete it today



S —

155 5% Fsmulprd
b 0 RO g T O
pusfue gb & gon, Seawn

e T

e

1I

=
L

o el senonamae'Cpenc. (afr)

itself, and taking Baba’'s Name we re-started
the work... and what a surprise! We found
more new and newer corrections than earlier...
and the work was completed at midnight 12
o'clock. | read those Aaratis even today, and
reading those words, | cannot believe that |
myself thought of or penned these words. It is
my strong presumption that Baba only got all
this done by me...

After this booklet was published, some of
my friends and relatives used to say, you have
done such a great work, but what has Baba
given you from this? Are you not still residing
in a rented premise! But, | knew what | got from
this. | got spiritual bliss from this. This cannot
be compared with any material things. Today
with this booklet Baba has reached my name
worldwide. What more do | need! But, Baba
would not accept my friends and relatives
nagging me, as in 4-5 months, | went to reside
in my own home. When | think about how |
managed the monetary adjustments for this, it
all feels incomprehensible...

| like to read the biography of great people.
During one such reading | got to read the
biography of a popular leader at the national
level, Sri Kamaraj, a man of integrity, a sefless
karmayogi (person of action), who was chief
minister of Tamil Nadu from 1954 to 1963. | was
inspired to write a varied form of an unusual
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kind of long poetry on the life of his unrivalled,
ideal work. In those enthralled days, in full flow
of writing that poetry, | myself do not know how
the total 1200 pages of the published book was
written by me. At this time | realized that effort
has to be supplemented by grace.

Whenever | called out to Baba, the merciful
Baba always came running for me...

One day | encountered a dreadful situation.
On that day | got a call from C.S.T. (V.T.) railway
station. An unknown person was speaking in
Tamil language. That person told me that some
people from our community had arrived here.
They have to be helped. For that, you give us
some help!... saying so that person called me to
C.S.T. Actually the person seeking help comes
to us. But, why did this person call me there?
With this thought coming to mind, | became
suspicious. When | took the name of 4-5
prominent people of our community and asked
him whether he approached them, he replied in
the negative. Then | became more suspicious
and ended the conversation. Then that person
started contacting me on the mobile again and
again. And once he threatened me that if | did
not help, he would murder me. | panicked and
was frightened out of my senses. When my
wife came to know of this, she too was much
frightened. We did not know what to do! There
was no way out other than Baba. | was sure He
alone will bail us out of this. My wife devoutedly
read the Assurance-form Blessings of Baba
given by an ardent female Sai devotee and
urged Baba to relieve them from this threat.
Surprisingly the call from that stranger ceased
from that day...

In December 2013, my sister-in-law and
her husband came to our house. We took them
to Shirdi. My sister-in-law wanted a teacher’s
job in Tamil Nadu itself. My wife told her to tell
this to Baba and He will surely do your work.
Accordingly my sister-in-law pleaded to Baba
and within a month she got the job as she
wished...

My father-in-law Sri Narayanan contracted
cancer eight years ago. Dr. Raja, from our
village, practicing in Coimbatore, was treating
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him. Being a Sai devotee, the doctor would

give my father-in-law books on Sai Baba to
read alongwith the treatment. Because of this,
devotion for Sai Baba developed in my father-
in-law’s mind. During the treatment, the doctor
took him to the Sai temple in Coimbatore. There,
pointing to the idol of Shri Sai Baba, he told my
father-in-law that Sai makes possible what is
impossible. His words of assurance increased
my father-in-law’s mental strength. Baba’s
compassionate eyes kept him engrossed for
some moments. ‘You look at me, | will look at
you’, he realized this firm promise of Sai at that
moment... He recovered and went to Shirdi
too...

Such is all Baba’s alchemy! For us, we
feel, we exist because Baba is there.
- Sendur Nagarajan

E-mail : snagarajan1974@gmail.com
Mobile : (0)9819298455
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Sickness driven away
by Sai Treatment!...

Here | will narrate first the experience of
my grandson, Ameya, and then that of my late
husband, Sri Bhalchandra...

Earlier we used to go to Shirdi with the
whole family. After going there, children
enjoyed the happiness of having come to their
grandparent’s house, as we stayed in Shirdi for
8-10 days.

Our grandson Ameya had a lump beside
the eyebrow on the right eye from his very birth.
With his growing years the lump too grew a bit.
After attaining the age of two, the lump became
easily visible and people used to ask him, ‘what
happened’. He used to reply, ‘I fell down. The
edge of the showcase hit me’.

When we asked the pediatrician, Dr.
Gandhi, he said, ‘I too have such lumps; let me
see if it is growing! If it keeps growing then we
will have to do surgery when Ameya grows up.
There is no other treatment for this. Our nephew
Dr. Kunal also seconded his opinion. My son
and me were silent on this. Ever-since the lump

September-October 2014

became visible, | used to smear Udi (ash from
the Dhuni lit by Baba) on the eyes of Ameya
before Baba and prostrate before Him whole-
heartedly. Since Ameya’s mother did not have
much faith, gradually the regular smearing of
Udi diminished...

Over a period of time, Ameya began
chanting shlokas (devotional verses), smearing
Udi and consuming it too...

When Ameya turned five, | noticed that
his eyes had become normal like anyone of
us. My eyes were filled with tears of joy and
spontaneously my hands folded (in prayer of
gratitude)!...

As my husband had undergone surgery for
vocal chord cancer, he could not speak. But, that
did not deter him from doing anything. He used
to do all outdoor work by himself. Every year he
used to go to Shirdi in January alone...

He became diabetic in November 2009.
His sugar count was 864. The pathologist
asked him to go straight to the doctor instead
of going home. Looking at the sugar count in
the report, the doctor asked him, ‘how are you
standing? At this stage people go into coma.’
My husband was in a generally normal state.
He was kept in |.C.U. for four days. After that he
used to stroll around casually. All this is Baba’s
alchemy only!...

My husband merged his life at Baba’s Feet
in the month of March 2014.

May Baba’s Blessings be bestowed on all
of us for ever, this is my only prayer at Baba’s
feet!

- Rekha B. Mahimkar

504/B, 5" floor, Divyasrushti,
Gaurav Garden Complex,

Bunder Pakhadi Road,

Kandivli (West), Mumbai — 400 067.
Telephone : (022) 28605138
Mobile : (0)9920610775
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Sai directs to treat!...

lama gynaecologist by profession.
| believe in Sai Baba since my childhood
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days. | inherited this Sai devotion from my

parents. My parents took me and my brother,
since our childhood days, to Shirdi every year
without fail.

Having firm faith in the Supreme Power, |
see the Parabrahma (Supreme Lord) in Baba.

We have to confront new and newer
challenges at every step in our medical
profession. We have to treat patients with
various types of serious ailments every day.
Since such patients were getting cured by me
with the grace of Baba, my faith in Baba was
getting more and more strong.

As and when a new baby was assisted to
be delivered by me, | always saw Sai in that
child. I have developed such a close relationship
with Baba.

| have had several experiences of Sai
Baba in my life. | will narrate one of them that
occurred recently...

My maternity home is in Thane. A woman,
who delivered here 7 years ago, lives in Dahisar.
She was not in touch with me for a long time in
the intermediary period...

Recently, | got a call from her husband all
of a sudden on Thursday. In a frightened tone
he said, ‘Due to extreme pain she has been
admitted at a nearby hospital. The doctors
there are saying that her ovaries have swollen
in a big way and several complications have
developed there. Her life would be threatened,
if immediate surgery is not done. We have full
faith in you only and you alone can save us from
this grim situation. Therefore, we have decided
to come to you.’...

Due to heavy pressure of work on that day
| was very tired. But, | could not avoid them. |
waited for them...

They came quite late in the evening.
She was writhing in great pain. | immediately
examined her. The haemoglobin count in her
body was only 5 grammes. Stating that this was
verydangerous, myassociatesavoidedassisting
me in this case. My anaesthetist suggested a
general surgery. Being an endoscopic surgeon,
| knew that it was possible to get rid of the
complications soon though endoscopy. My
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inner voice was telling me to do this. To gather
strength, | prayed to Sai Baba sincerely. The
surgery gotover in the next 10—15 minutes. After
administering blood to that female patient and
completing her treatment, she was completely
cured and went home happy after three days.
We doctors make all-out efforts to cure patients.
But, for it to be successful, the Merciful Blessing
of the Supreme Power, the Lord of Lords Sai is
very significant.
- Dr. Jyoti Saingaonkar
E-mail : jyotisaigaonkar@yahoo.co.in
Mobile : (0)9820143560
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| did not believe in Sai Baba,
began accepting Him
as my God!...

| am narrating here my first experience of
Sai Baba...

All Goddesses and Gods are worshipped
in our house. So also Sai Baba. Every evening
we do the ‘Aarati Sai Baba’ Aarati...

In the beginning | did not believe in Sai
Baba. But, in course of time because of my
elder aunt, | got pulled to Sai devotion. She
always narrated her experiences of Sai Baba.
Hence my devotion for Sai grew...

My mother got jaundice in 2004. The
jaundice began aggravating very much. Hence
it was decided to administer saline immediately.
But, her veins could just not be traced. Even
our family doctor started getting worried. | had
faith in Shri Sai Baba. | took my mother to the
blood bank and got her blood tested. In that too
her jaundice had not come down. | mentally
prayed to Baba, ‘Baba, let my mother’s jaundice
decline!’.... Baba heard me. In merely two days
my mother’s jaundice vanished!

- Deepa Prataprao Ghatage
Matruchhaya Bungalow No. 1,
New India Mill, Sampatrao Colony,
Opp. Maitri Hospital,

Beside Skylab Hotel, Jetalpur Rd.,
Vadodara — 390 005, Gujarat.
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Divinity in Human Form in Sai Baba’s Era A

\Saint Gajanan Maharaj’s whole Biography on the tip of the tongue/

q{ God has His messengers in various forms and though they stay at different places, it is\
through divine power that they are always connected and can communicate effectively. As
Swami Ramdas has said that, though Sages appear in different forms, they are all one in
mind and soul. And accordingly Shirdi’s Sai Baba and Shegaon’s Shri Gajanan Maharaj
shared a divine bond. They soulfully connected with each other and needed no external mode
of communication. A soul dwells in two bodies is what Aristotle would say and this seems
apt for the two Saints. People like Bapusaheb Butti, Dadasaheb Khaparde and Dasganu
Maharaj had experienced the warmth of the bond that Sai Baba and Gajanan Maharaj
shared. Dasganu has also written about Sai Baba in Chapters 31, 32, 33 of Bhaktaleelamrut
and 57" chapter of Santkathamrut. His 21-chaptered religious text on Gajanan Maharaj is
titled as ‘Shri Gajanan Vijay’.

Shri Gajanan Vijay consists of 3668 hymns and 141 pages, and it is indeed a marvel to
note that 80-year-old staunch devotee of Shri Gajanan Maharaj lovingly called ‘7ai’ can
narrate the entire text by heart! Her daughter Mrs. Suhas Joshi interviewed Tai with the
help of the questions prepared by Sai Leela writer Mrs. Sharmila Patwardhan. Excerpts
from the interview are presented below.

4

p

€ In this age of computers, science and
technology where youth prefer fast food and
fast life, do people really come to listen to the
oration and eat humble dish like jowar/bajra
roti and chick pea gravy?

— Not all are atheists. Many, including

youth, worship God regularly through chanting
or by performing Pooja. With complete faith and
devotion, they are seen serving their beloved
Deity and the Almighty. The number of youth in
temples or places of worship is noticeable. Also,
they get marvelous and miraculous experiences
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ensuring their belief in God being strengthened.

Their number is evident when they come for
listening to the religious text.

Some of the listeners also discuss about
the bond to be maintained within family, how
to maintain cordial relation with others; some
of them are still in contact with me. They seek
guidance for different ways to worship God,
ways of offering flowers and food as prasad. 1
do give guidance, but am not very rigid about
the ways it should be done. Focussing only on
the ritualistic way to offer flowers will take
them away from the main goal i.e. devotion.
Devotion to God requires pure heart.

I feel it is natural for their age to get tempted
towards pizzas, burgers, films; because along
with calm peaceful state of mind, entertainment
is equally required. Nevertheless, youth who
enjoy materialistic pleasure of life also visit
temple, eat prasad with equal relish as their
favorite dish.

To cite a recent example, a group from
Nasik regularly visits Shegaon and it has people
ranging from 13 years to middle aged married
couples. They come and respectfully take me
with them and take utmost care of me.

€ Where have you given the oration?

— After having learned the text ‘Shri
Gajanan Vijay’, I was invited to individuals
and social groups. My husband readily agreed
and also encouraged me; thus, I did not reject
a single invitation. My children too were very
co-operative. No matter the place, time, and
number of days, I can go without worrying
about my family. All over Maharashtra, namely
Nasik, Pune, Chinchwad, Hadapsar, Phursungi,
Konkan, Ratnagiri, Chiplun, Kudal, Mumbai
and its suburbs, Shegaon, Hingoli are the places
that I have visited and still go for the sermon.

€ Are the sermons regularly given

throughout these years?

— Yes, of course! In Nasik, Mrs. Ghate
used to stay in the area known for ancient
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Gajanan Maharaj’s place. Now, it is looked
after by Mrs. Rathi. Without any hindrance,
the sermons are continued for more than 25
years. To commemorate the day of His arrival
in Shegaon, sermons are arranged consistently
in Solapur, since 21 years. There has been no
break or discontinuation.

The Joshi family of Dadar has been
arranging for orations for the last 28 years.
Similarly, Gajanan Maharaj Mandir in
Chinchwad has been organizing sermons for 23
years on Gokulashtami. Out of these 21 years
were organized by Mr. Ghogale by taking care
of the expenses as well. In Pune, it is Phadanvis
family that has been arranging the program for
21 years.

For the last 10 years, devotees in Akola are
arranging it. In Nasik, I visit Mr. Joshi of Model
Colony in Gauri-Ganpati festival and give the
narration.

€ Tell us something about the organizers
and the audience

— The organizers all over Maharashtra
have taken care of and have arranged for the
oration effectively. Banana tree leaves would
be arranged in order to welcome us, garlands,
torans are arranged and different arrangement
would be made for the replica of His Lotus
Feet. Photo-frames of Gajanan Maharaj and
Akkalkot’s Swami Samartha Maharaj are
placed. For the audience too, the arrangement
is made for their comfort. Audio and other
technicalities are taken care of. Overall, the
management and arrangement is thorough and
deserves appreciation.

Organizers and audience from Akola
work hand in hand. Considering my age, they
organize the program in two days instead of one,
for they are concerned that one-day sermon may
be taxing for me. On an average around 1500 to
1800 people gather for the sermon. Arrangement
of seats, place of keeping footwear, installing
television sets, so that large number of audience
is able to see and hear what is going on the




J stage, each minute thing is managed well by the
organizers.

The programs start on the scheduled time
always and a 10-15 minute break is taken in
between. Again, the oration starts and without
disturbing the program, the volunteers distribute
prasad and angara. After the oration, Aarati is
performed. The conch is blown and musical
instruments are used for the Aarati. Food items
that Gajanan Mabharaj liked : chick-pea gravy,
Jjowar or bajra roti, leaty vegetable, and bundi
is distributed.

For the people to know about the narration,
advertisements and announcements are made
through rickshaw.

€ When did you decide to take this path?
Have you inherited this?

— My father was a Brahmin. We only
heard names of saints from him. Other than
that, we did not have any information. Also, I
was not a keen reader; however, I liked visiting
keertans and sermons. Post marriage, this also
stopped. Due to marriage, I had to go to Panvel,
but in 1959, we came to Nasik. In 1967, it is
through our neighbor Mrs. Limaye that I heard
of Gajanan Mabharaj for the first time. I started
reading Shri Gajanan Vijay book.

And, as mentioned earlier, it was Mrs.
Ghate who also stayed in Nasik used to organize
the program of recitation of this text on various
occasions like Prakat Din, Ramnavami,
Gurupournima etc. 1 used to assist her. Since
then, my devotion towards Gajanan Maharaj
increased.

€ Tai, in spirituality, no one gets any object
instantly. In the 19" chapter of Shri Sai Sat
Charita, Sai Baba has said, “You endeavor, I am
there standing before you with a bowl of milk.
Your Sadguru too has graced you and given you
the fruit of having memorized the text. Do you
agree?

— It was November 1972. On one hand I
had to start a business and support my family
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and on the other, I was treading the path of
devotion. I simply, put forward my wish to
Mabharaj that “I should be able to learn this text
by heart in order to recite it while working.” In
the meanwhile I continued reading the text. In
1973, in the month of February, on the occasion
of His Day of Arrival (Prakat din), Mrs. Ghate
organized a program and many women members
of the group got some or the other task to be
performed. I readily volunteered for distributing
the prasad.

Before starting this work, I prayed to
Maharaj and said, I would read the text along
with distribution of the prasad by standing
near You. I kept the text in front of His Image
and started my work of giving prasad and
simultaneously reciting the text. The work
had begun in the afternoon around 1 p.m. and
continued till evening 7 p.m. [ was indeed happy,
as after that, the Aarati was performed. I was
ecstatic as I returned home and let my husband
and Mrs. Ghate know about the recitation.

It is His blessing that I was able to recite
the text. I do not feel, I have taken more efforts
or painstakingly worked hard.

€ When and where did you first recite the
text publicly?

Mrs. Ghate informed Shegaon about me
and on 2", 3 and 4™ October 1973, a program
of sermon was organized. Mrs. Ghate and the
women that often gathered and attended the
programs arranged by her, well-known civil
surgeon Dr. Bhalchandra and his wife and I
visited Shegaon. In those days, if one had to stay
in Shegaon, one had to carry grocery and cook.
Mrs. Bhalchandra had made arrangements for
this.

In this duration, Shatchandi Yagya was
organized and 28 sages from Tryambakeshwar
were invited. Since food was to be prepared
and distributed, each one had brought some
ingredients. I had taken sweet dumpling.

On the first day, nine women representing
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J'Nine forms of Durga, visited the temple to take

blessings from Maharaj and then visited the
village. Camels, elephants and cows, horses
and musical band preceded us, while the sages
followed us in that large pilgrimage. We visited
the well, filled the pot with its water and later
after the ritual of yagya, we prepared a meal.

After lunch, in the afternoon, I did the
first oration in public and Mr. Purshottam Patil
arranged for a vehicle so that we could see and
roam the village. We also visited Mr. Kukaji’s
shed, the person who accompanied Gajanan
Maharaj.

On the second and third day, the recitation
of the text went on well.

I was felicitated with a garland, Rs. 101, a
saree and a shawl for my husband. This was the
first public oration outside Nasik.

€ Till now, how many orations and for
how many years have you performed? Did you
make any resolution for the number of orations
to be done?

Since 1973, I have done over 3500 orations.
The figure includes orations arranged by me
and others. Many of these have been done in
Nasik namely in Jackson Garden, which is now
known as Shivaji Udyan under a mango tree.
In Vavoshi, my ancestral home under the tree
of fragrant Parijatak one oration, second under
the Umber tree. My mother was the listener for
these two orations. In Aurangabad, in my in-
laws’ home, under the Bel tree, I did one oration.

Again in Nasik in Mr. Kasliwal’s home in
front of Ganesh idol and in Shegaon I recited
the text and completed the oration in five hours.

In Mumbai’s, Vile Parle area under the
Peepal tree, I did one oration.

As a service offered to Maharaj, I never
denied or said no to any invitation for recital
and oration. In terms of returns or money, I
never had any terms or conditions. The oration
was the only intention and I made it a point to
take care that others should not face any kind of
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problem due to oration. No discrimination was
made on the basis of caste wherever I visited. As
long as He gives me the strength and vigour, I
will continue reciting and oration. My intention
is that people should be satisfied and get pure
happiness.

Now-a-days considering my age and
health, instead of continuous one-day oration,
I do two-three days oration. I used to think
and even now I feel that this should not be an
expensive, stressful task for people so till 2009,
I travelled on my own in bus mostly. However,
now people send their vehicle for me and drop
me. Besides oration, many people invite me to
stay at their place, their home. At that time, I do
not ask them to make any special arrangement,
but for them, I do the oration at one place.

However, it is not possible to complete
it at one go. Sometimes, people are busy and
hence, I do it on my own. I take efforts to serve
Gajanan Maharaj with all my will and this is my
resolution.

€ Did you come across any unique
experiences in your life?

I have experienced many instances till
now. People may get the same experiences,
yet, the feelings from that experience differ
from one person to another. I shall narrate two
such instances. Once, | visited Shegaon on the
occasion of Ramnavami. In the premises of the
temple, lot of devotees were present, | too was
sitting amongst them. As usual, I was talking to
Maharaj in my mind — I shall not hurt anyone,
and if this has happened, how shall I be freed
from this sin? How can I change my behavior
for better? I put forth these questions before
Him.

During this, a man passed by me, typically
dressed in a dhoti and threw a crushed paper. I
did not like it that despite such crowd, why did
the man go from here? Moreover, he threw a
piece of paper. Why do people behave in such
manner?
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Usually, I would have cleared the paper to a
dustbin, but somehow, I opened the paper. I was
surprised to read the written part : chanting every
day the hymn that “Ahilya, Draupadi, Seeta,
Tara, Mandodari alias five women wash away
the worst sins” would help in reforming one’s
behavior. This piece of paper is still preserved
and Mr. Pawar of Chinchwad still has it.

In another instance, along with few people
from Pune, I visited Shegaon. Mr. Shintre
would always accompany us. He was very
keen and interested in meeting sages and saints.
Similarly, Anantrao Athavale alias Vardanand
Bharati had the same interest. Near Nanded, in
a village called Gorte, whenever keertan was
organized, Mr. Athavale and Chhagan Bartakke
would play harmonium. They knew Mr. Shintre
very well.

While travelling in a vehicle, the thought
that Dasganu Maharaj should have been there
today came in my mind constantly. I spoke to
Mr. Shintre about it and he calmly replied, if
not Dasganu, we have Mr. Bartakke. I neglected
what he said as my eyes had an image of the
Navy Blue colored coat hung on the wall. I
told Mr. Shintre about the coat. On reaching
Shegaon, we took Darshan of Maharaj and we
noticed Mr. Bartakke a few meters in front of us.
Mr. Shintre hurriedly caught up with him and
told him about me. He gave us an appointment.

In his room, an old man with white clothes
and white head gear was seated. Mr. Bartakke
introduced us and then, I did my oration. As soon
as it was completed, the old person got up and
bowed down before me with tears in his eyes. |
was stunned and did not know, what to do. He had
written Shri Gajanan Vijay! He became solemn
and gratefully said that I am lucky to have the
pleasure to be in the company of the honorable
Dasganu Maharaj. Nevertheless, that text is
being recited by you with Goddess Saraswati’s
blessing, thus, you are blessed too. Thus, you
should visit our place Gorate; consider it as your
house. I bowed down to pay my obeisance to
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him and to my surprise; I saw the same blue
coat hung on the wall that appeared in my mind
during the journey. This was a sort of miracle
and I have many such instances.

€ Tai, many listeners, other people regard
you as their Guru. What are your expectations
from your disciples?

It is through Almighty’s grace and blessings
that I am able to recite the text. Taking credit
of the achievement would be wrong. Modestly,
I feel, I have not done anything. To reach the
status of a Guru, many a things are to be done.
Therefore, I do not regard myself as the Guru.
I am a normal housewife and yet, while doing
my chores and duties towards the family, I serve
God as well. Hence, even if people regard me
as Guru, while serving Gajanan Maharaj we are
all His devotees on the same regard and thus,
the question of expecting anything from my
companions does not arise. Everyone should be
able to soak himself or herself in the elixir of
devotion happily.

€ Atthe age of 80, while reciting in front of
1000 people, do you feel that there is a Supreme
Force and support behind you?

Of course! As said earlier, I am a normal
housewife. It is said that if a person reaches a
spiritual height, he can cross over the six vices
of anger, lust, greed, sensitiveness and overcome
them. However, considering my life, I do not
feel that even I have overcome these vices. Yet,
even in this age, I can travel without getting
tired, and am able to sit for 8-10 hours for the
oration. I can recite it by heart; all these factors
indicate that there is a Supreme Power guiding
me and without it, these factors would have
been impossible. I have complete faith in that
power and bow down to express my gratitude.

€ In your personal life, how do you think
the oration has benefitted you?

Due to such oration, I got a chance to serve
Gajanan Maharaj. Many of the devotees meet
me. My social contacts rose and I received a lot
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J of love, and respect. It is due to these devotees

that [ have the opportunity to give oration. As a
result I could visit many places and serve Lord.
In 1974, after the death of my husband, |
had to work tremendously hard for my family.
The business that I started flourished due to
His blessings. I did not face many hurdles. My
children are well settled now. Thus, I can offer
my service whole heartedly. I felt the connection
and got attracted towards the text since the first
time I took it from Mrs. Limaye. Through this
recital, I could pray and serve Gajanan Maharaj.
The number of listeners and audience kept on
increasing. I could sense the different type of
devotion and people started experiencing good
things in life; they experienced calm mind and
contentment. The power of the mind increased
and positive outcomes were noticed and again
as a result, the number of audience increased.

This work was not just my devotion, but
also of all listeners and their devotion. I feel
elated as everyone experiences this happiness.
Due to co-operation of those who accompany
me, whether in Nasik or other places, | am able
to do various programs.

During recitation, taking inspiration from
Gajanan Maharaj, I could donate money with
the help of my friends and fellow devotees.
When the Palkhi reaches Nasik, I am able to
join it and reach Shegaon. I feel very satisfied
that [ am able to do this. Personally or through
an organization, I am lucky to get a chance to
donate and serve humanity. The joy of taking all
people along with me is indescribable.

Whatever donations or good deeds we
do, it should not be declared or one should not
boast about it, else there is no use of the service.
Hence, I do not wish to talk on donations. Yet,
one thing I can affirm here is that I have all the
satisfaction, prosperity and happiness, which
cannot be bought due to money, due to Gajanan
Mabharaj’s blessings.

€ If you ever meet Gajanan Maharaj and
Dasganu Maharaj, what would you tell them?
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If this happens, I will whole heartedly pay
obeisance and request Him to bless me and
assist me as it has always been. Be there with
me, forever and even for the recital of the text.
Please come and bless us with Your kindness.
Give me good health, so that I may be able to
serve You more. Give us the way and guide us.

If I meet Dasganu Maharaj, then I will tell
him that I am able to recite by heart his text
Shri Gajanan Vijay due to Gajanan Maharaj’s
blessing. You have studied many saints and
have written on them. You have written three
major volumes, amongst which you regard Shri
Gajanan Vijay as a precious gem. You have
described Maharaj Himself as a Diamond in the
mines of Shegaon and also a lotus in the large
pond of Shegaon. Those who read such texts
and character of the saint will be able to prosper
in life.

In reality, this is exactly what has happened
to me. I will inform Dasganu Maharaj that I am
roaming through Maharashtra for the last forty
years.

As you always expected, due to consistent
oration and reading, I was able to offer my
service to Gajanan Mahara;.

On hearing the recital, people express their
happiness and seeing that I feel elated.

The only regret I have is that you should
have been here for the sermon. So that, if I ever
went wrong in the recitation, you could have
told me and guided me, or if you liked it, you
would definitely pat my back.

I am content and I do not need to ask for
anything. [ get everything - cheerful and happily
living my life.

— Mrs. Suhas Yeshwant Joshi
‘Rajas’, Vise Mala, Behind Swati Society
College Rd., Nasik - 422 005.

E-mail : yeshwantjoshi@gmail.com
Telephone : (0253)2572532

Mobile : (0)9822348688

Translated from Marathi by

Minal Dalvi
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Mohan Yadav
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Shree Sai Baba Sansthan Trust (Shirdi)
- Translated from Marathi into English by
Vishwarath Nayar

Shri Sai Punyatithi Festival
2014

A fter the shedding of the mortal coil by
virtuous people, their true remembrance day
is called punyatithi. Celebrating the punyatithi
of such extra-ordinary personality is a great
blessing. There are countless devotees of Shri
Sai Baba worldwide. Lakhs of these devotees
flock to Shirdi to seek the blessings of their most
revered Lord on Shri Sai Punyatithi. ..

This year too the 96™ annual Shri Sai
Punyatithi was organized by Shree Sai Baba
Sansthan Trust (Shirdi), from Thursday, October
2 to Saturday, October 4, 2014, in an exuberant
and auspicious atmosphere.

On Thursday, October 2, the first day of
the festival Kakad Aarati was done at 4.30
a.m. After that at 5 a.m. a Shobhayatra (grand
procession) of Shri Sai Baba’s Pratima (photo
frame), Shri Sai Sat Charita Grantha (scripture)
was taken out. Sri Rajendra Jadhav, Member
of the 3-Members Managing Committee

and Executive Officer of the Sansthan, Sri
Appasaheb Shinde, Deputy Executive Officer
along with other officers and employees of the
Sansthan, villagers and Sai devotees joined
the Shobhayatra. After the Shobhayatra from
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the Samadhi Mandir via Gurusthan reached
Dwarkamai, the ritual worship of Shri Sai’s
Pratima, the holy book Shri Sai Sat Charita
and the Veena was performed and the Aarati
‘Shirdi majhe Pandharpur’ was done. After that
the uninterrupted reading of the holy book ‘Shri
Sai Sat Charita’ commenced. The reading of the
first two chapters were respectively done by Sri
Rajendra Jadhav, Member of the 3-Members
Managing Committee and Executive Officer of
the Sansthan and Sri Appasaheb Shinde, Deputy
Executive Officer.

At 5.15 a.m. the holy bath of Shri Sai Baba
was done in the presence of Sai devotees in an
air of piety. At 7.15 a.m. the Padyapooja (worhip
of the Holy Feet) of Shri Sai in the Samadhi
Mandir was performed by the Deputy Executive
Officer of the Sansthan, Sri Appasaheb Shinde
along with his wife. After that at 7.30 a.m. the
Abhishek Pooja was done.

At 12.30 p.m. the noon Aarati of Shri Sai
took place. At 2 p.m. 20 names of Sai devotees
and villagers drawn in a lottery from names
enrolled for bhikshajholi (holding the bag for
seeking alms) were declared.

In the evening between 4 and 6 a melodious
kirtan was rendered by H.B.P. (Hari Bhakta
Parayan) Sri Manoharbua Balkrishna Dikshit.
At 6.15 p.m. the Dhooparati of Shri Sai took
place.




Sou Ragini Jitendra Kamtikar presented a
programme of (emotional) lyrics and devotional
songs from 7.30 to 10 p.m. on the stage in the
Sansthan’s Sainagar ground. At 9.15 a.m. the
Shobhayatra of Shri Sai’s Palkhi (palanquin)
was taken out from the Samadhi Mandir to
Dwarkamai and from there through Shirdi
village. Several musical instruments, cymbals,
lezim and band troupes presented their skills
in front of the Palkhi. After the Palkhi entered
the temple complex, Sri Subhash Jakhadi,
Sri Ulhas Walunjkar and others presented
the bharud (traditional long narration in folk
song form) programme in front of the Palkhi.
Dwarkamai was kept open throughout the
night for the reading of Shri Sai Sat Charita.
The grand display of the gateway to the temple
with the idols of Shri Gurudev Dattatreya, Shri
Swami Samartha of Akkalkot and Shri Gajanan
Maharaj of Shegaon by Dwarkamai Mandal
of Mumbai and the electric lighting outside
the Samadhi Mandir and the temple premises
became the main attraction for Sai devotees. The
floral decorations by Sai devotee R. Sarvana of
Bengaluru became the centre of attraction for
Sai devotees.

On Friday, October 3, the main day of the
festival, the Kakad Aarati of Shri Sai was done
at 4.30 a.m. After that the ceremony of the holy
bath of Shri Sai was performed after finishing the
non-stop reading of Shri Sai Sat Charita. After
that the Shobhayatra of Shri Sai’s Pratima, Shri
Sai Sat Charita and the Veena was taken out.
Sri Anil Kawade, Member of the 3-Members
Managing Committee of the Sansthan and
District Collector (Ahmednagar), Sri Rajendra
Jadhav, Member of the 3-Members Managing
Committee and Executive Officer of the Sansthan
and Sri Appasaheb Shinde, Deputy Executive
Officer, along with officers and employees of
the Sansthan, villagers and devotees participated
in large numbers in the Shobhayatra. Sri Anil
Kawade, Member of the 3-Members Managing
Committee of the Sansthan and District Collector
(Ahmednagar) performed the Padyapooja of
Shri Sai at 7.15 a.m. Sri Anil Kawade, Member
of the 3-Members Managing Committee of the
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Sansthan and District Collector (Ahmednagar),
Sri Rajendra Jadhav, Member of the 3-Members
Managing Committee and Executive Officer of
the Sansthan and Sri Appasaheb Shinde, Deputy
Executive Officer, all administrative officials
and others along with the 10 villagers and 10 Sai
devotees selected for holding the bhikshajholi
participated in the bhikshajholi programme
taken out through Shirdi village. Villagers and
Sai devotees donated very generously in the
bhikshajholi. In this 61 bags of wheat, bajri, rice
and other grains and cash of Rs. 59,000/- were
collected as donation.

H.B.P. Manoharbua Balkrishna Dikshit
presented a programme of melodious kirtan
on the occasion of the Punyatithi from a stage
beside the Samadhi Mandir from 10 a.m. to
noon 12 o’clock. The propitiation ritual was
performed at the hands of the Member of
the 3-Members Managing committee of the
Sansthan and District Collector (Ahmednagar),
Sri Anil Kawade at 10.30 a.m. A live telecast
of this propitiation ritual was arranged on the
temple’s C.C.T.V. for viewing by Sai devotees
and villagers.

After the propitiation ritual, the noon Aarati
was done at 12.30 p.m.

For crossing the border a Shobhayatra left
for the Khandoba temple from the Samadhi
Mandirat5 p.m. After the procession Dhooparati
was done at 6 p.m.

A programme of bhajans and gazals by
Sri Satyanarayan Nair (Bhopal) was held from
7.30 p.m. to 10 p.m. The audience lauded the
programme whole-heartedly. The Shobhayatra
of Shri Sai’s chariot was taken along with
sounding of musical instruments at 9.15 p.m.
Local troupes of cymbal, lezim and band,
villagers, Sai devotees and others participated
in the Shobhayatra. After the chariot reached
the temple premises, Sri Subhash Jakhadi, Sri
Prakash Bhalerao and others presented the
bharud programme in front of the chariot.

Artistes presented their programmes on the
stage beside the Samadhi Mandir from 11 p.m.
to 5 a.m. As it was the main day of the festival,




When the
Brahmins are
reluctant  towards
daily bath and

offering of prayers;
when the orthodox
are reluctant
to practise the
religious rites;
and the yogis are
reluctant to do
recitation and
prayers with deep
concentration - then the time 1is ripe for the
saints to take birth. When people believe that
happiness consists only in society, wealth, status,
progeny and family and turn away from spiritual
values, then the saints manifest themselves...

the Samadhi Mandir was kept open for darshan
throughout the night for Sai devotees.

Since the Samadhi Mandir was kept open
the whole night on the main day of the festival,
Kakad Aarati was not done on Saturday,
October 4, the concluding day of the festival.
The holy bath of Shri Sai was done at 5.05 a.m.
After that ‘Shirdi majhe Pandharpur’ Aarati
was done. The Member of the 3-Members
Managing Committee and Executive Officer of
the Sansthan, Sri Rajendra Jadhav along with
his wife did Rudrabhishek at Gurusthan in the
morning time and Padyapooja of Shri Sai in the
Samadhi Mandir. After the ‘Gopalkala’ kirtan
by H.B.P. Manoharbua Balkrishna Dikshit at 10
a.m., the dahihandi (breaking the pot of curd)
programme was held at 12 o’clock noon.
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When people, to the detriment of their
health, longevity and prosperity, go astray in
pursuing their sexual needs, and completely miss
the chance of their uphiftment, at such times saints
take birth. To protect the religion of varnashram,
to annihilate the sinfulness and to protect
the down-trodden, poor and weak, the saints
mcarnate on this earth. The saints themselves
are liberated souls and are always ready for the
betterment of the weak. They take birth only for
the sake of others and have no self-interest. They
build the foundation in the form of renunciation
around the sanctum sanctorum of active worldly
life; build the temple of ultimate good and easily
elevate the devotees. By working for religion and
for the awakening of religion, they achieve their
mission in life; and having fulfilled their goal they
give up their mortal coil.

The noon Aarati of Shri Sai was held at
12.10 p.m. and Dhooparati at 6.15 p.m.

The ‘Saikathamrit’ programme by Sri
Shravan Madhav Choudhary (Dorhale) was
held on a stage at the playground in Sainagar
from 7.30 p.m. to 10 p.m.

From the donation of philanthropic Sai
devotees, Gopi K.H.V. (Guntur, Kanamarlapudi),
Venkat Leela Kumari (Guntur), Mokshagna
Chandra S. (Hyderabad), Somanand Kuldeep
(Chilukuri, Hyderabad), N. Angamuthu (Karur),
Kamal Balani (Indore), Rajgopal Natarajan
(Chennai), Sanjay Shankar Vani (Kopargaon),
Jyoti Sanjaysingh Masani and Sanjaysingh
Ghanshyamdas Masani (Gondhia), Parth Ayush
Agarwal (Raipur), Gautam Nayak (Mumbai),
Narayan Anumala (Hyderabad), Badri Narayan
Sai Ranjani J. (Bengaluru), Smt. Devi and late
Ramkumar Agarwal (Delhi), Vikram Kapoor
(Lucknow) and Bharati Shirgurkar (Bengaluru),
Sai devotees were provided free prasad-meals on
all the three days of the Sai Punyatithi festival.

All administrative officers, deparmental
chiefs and employees of the Sansthan, under the
guidance of Sri Shashikant Kulkarni, Chairman
of the 3-Members Managing Committee of the
Sansthan and Chief District and Sessions Judge




(Ahmednagar), Sri Anil Kawade, Member of
the 3-Members Managing Committee of the
Sansthan and District Collector (Ahmednagar),
Sri Rajendra Jadhav, Member of the 3-Members
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Managing Committee and Executive officer
of the Sansthan and Sri Appasaheb Shinde,
Deputy Executive Officer, took special efforts
to organize the festival successfully.

QOO
Grand Reading of Pothi
Revealing Shri Sai in Shravan Month at Shirdi
5000 Readers participated!
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The Parayan (reading) of Shri Sai Sat
Charita function was organized by Shree Sai
Baba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi to mark Shravan
month from Sunday, July 27, 2014 to Monday,
August4,2014. Nearly 5000 readers participated.
Several cultural and religious programmes were
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organized during the function.

On the first day of the Parayan function, the
Shri Sai Sat Charita Granth was taken out in a
Shobhayatra from the Samadhi Mandir, through
Dwarkamai to Gurusthan and after darshan
there to the mandap. Sri Kundan Sonawane,




the then Executive Officer of the Sansthan, Sri
Appasaheb Shinde, Deputy Executive Officer,
Sri Bhausaheb Sabale, Sri Subhash Garkal,
Sri Uttamrao Gondkar and Sri Dilip Ugale,
all administrative officers and the priest of the
Sansthan, villagers and Sai devotees participated
in the Shobhayatra. After the Shobhayatra
reached the mandap, the worship of the Granth
and Kalash (vessel carrying holy water,
decorated with mango leaves and coconut) was
performed by Sri Kundan Sonawane and the
reading of Shri Sai Sat Charita commenced.

Male readers read the chapters daily from 7
a.m. to 11.30 a.m. and female readers read from
1 p.m. to 5.30 p.m. in the Parayan function.

On the concluding day of the function,
the Chairman of the 3-Members Managing
Committee of the Sansthan and Chief District
and Sessions Judge (Ahmednagar), Sri
Shashikant Kulkarni and Sou Sushma Kulkarni
did the worship of the sacred Granth Shri Sai
Sat Charita. Deputy Executive Officer Sri
Appasaheb Shinde, Sri Bhausaheb Sabale, Sri
Subhash Garkal, Sri Uttamrao Gondkar and

Sri Dilip Ugale, all administrative officers
along with the readers and villagers graced the
occasion in large numbers.

Snehbhojan (collective eating) was also
organized for the readers in the morning on
the concluding day of the festival. At 3.30
p.m. a grand Shobhayatra of the sacred Pothi
(book) was taken out through the village with
all fanfare of drums and lezim. All the readers
and villagers were present in large numbers in
this Shobhayatra. Floats depicting events in
the life of Shri Sai Baba were presented in the
Shobhayatra. Attractive floral decorations were
made from the donation by Sri Manish Bhatija
of Mumbai for the Shri Sai Sat Charita Parayan
function.

The Parayan function concluded with
kirtans by H.B.P. Sri Vaibhavbuva Oak
(Dombivli, taluka Kalyan, district Thane). After
that mahaprasad, bhandara (collective meal)
programme was organized.

Officers and employees of the Sansthan and
villagers took special efforts for the successful
conduct of the Parayan function.

Q00

September-October 2014



.“';"i o

—— Sl i el

Tuesday, July 1, 2014 : 72 people donated
blood at the blood donation camp organized on
July 1, 2014 by Shree Sai Baba Sansthan Trust
(Shirdi) under the joint auspices of Lions Club
of Shirdi and Indian Medical Association in the
Shri Sai Nath Hospital. The participation of
doctors and women in this is notable.

Sri Vasant Kadam, President of Lions Club
of Shirdi, Sri Sachin Sarangdhar, Sri Vishal
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Tidke, Sri Dilip Wakchaure, Sri Bhausaheb
Lavande and other members graced the event.

Dr. Prabhakar Rao, Medical Director, Dr.
Sanjay Pathare, Medical Superintendent, and
other employees of the Sansthan under the
guidance of Sri Appasaheb Shinde, Deputy
Executive Officer of the Sansthan took special
efforts for the successful conduct of the camp.
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Saturday, July 26, 2014 : Sai devotee
Sri V. Chandramouli of Chennai, since the last
4 years comes from Chennai to Shirdi on foot
every year with Shri Sai’s Palkhi.

This year there were 13 Sai devotees with
him. They covered the 1,650 km. distance from
Chennai to Shirdi in 31 days by walking 50 km.
daily. They commenced their journey by taking
darshan in the Sai temple in Mylapur. From
there they went for darshan to the Sai temple,
70 km. away, in Pattipulam. Sri K. V. Ramani,
the founder of the temple here, garlanded every
padayatri (pilgrims on foot) with the sacred
tulsi-garland and gave them guidance and best
wishes. Not merely this, Sri Ramani took off
time from his busy schedule many times to
enquire about them on telephone and encourage
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them. After leaving Chennai, the padayatris
took darshan of Lord Balaji in Tirupati and
Lord Vitthal in Pandharpur...

Talking about the thrilling experiences of
the journey on foot from Chennai to Shirdi, Sri
Chandramouli said, “Shri Sai Baba is a great
God-incarnate saint in Kaliyuga. Even today
His omnipresence is felt everywhere. One has to
have faith from within to realize Him.” On the
occasion, he expressed his intention to bring a
rathayatra (journey on a chariot) next year. The
padayatris were felicitated by Sri Appasaheb
Shinde, Deputy Executive Officer of the
Sansthan. Lauding the programme, Sri Shinde
assured all kind of assistance to the Palkhi next
year too. Sri Mohan Yadav, public relations
officer of the Sansthan thanked everybody.
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