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Similarly, another well-known
saint, named Anandnath, had predicted
for Shri Sai Baba that He would perform
miraculous deeds. This famous Anandnath
had established a matha in Yeola. He
came to Shirdi once, along with some of
the dwellers of Shirdi. Anandnath, who
was the disciple of the great Saint of
Akkalkot, when he saw Sai, exclaimed,
“This is indeed a diamond, a real diamond.
Though to-day He is lying on the garbage
heap (i.e. neglected), it is not just a flint,
but a diamond.” These were the words of
Anandnath, when Shri Sai Baba was a
youngster. “Mark my words carefully. Later
on, you will recall them.” After prophesying
thus, he returned to Yeola...

Here, under the neem tree,
a devotee named Bhai, installed the

Padukas of Akkalkot Swami, for worship
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by devotees. Swami Samartha of Akkalkot
was the chosen Deity of Bhai, who
worshipped His portrait regularly with
devotion. He thought of going to Akkalkot
to have the darshan of the Padukas and
to offer worship to them with his heart and
soul. He got ready to start from Mumbai
the next day. But, that decision remained
unfulfilled, and instead, he left for Shirdi.
One day, before his departure, he saw
a vision. Akkalkot Swami commanded
him, “At present Shirdi is my abode. You
go there!” Obeying the command with
reverence, Bhai left Mumbai. He lived in
Shirdi for six months and was at peace
and happy. Bhai was full of devotion. So,
to commemorate the vision, he installed
the Swami’s Padukas under the neem
tree. In shake 1834 (AD 1912), in the
bright half of the month of Shravan, on
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an auspicious day, the Padukas were
installed under the neem tree with the
singing of bhajans and with great devotion.
At the auspicious muhurta, the installation
ceremony was done by Dada Kelkar, while
the rites and rituals were performed by
Upasani according to the shastras. For the
future, arrangements were entrusted to a
Brahmin, named Dixit, who would perform
the pooja and a devotee, by the name
Sagun, looked after the management.
This is the story of the Padukas.

... Pitale was a wealthy man from
birth. He came from a good and well-known
family. He lavishly distributed sweets and
dry fruits and even offered fruits, betel-
leaves etc. to Baba. His wife was of a very
sattvik nature — loving, having faith and
devotion. She would sit near the pillar,
gazing at Baba. As she gazed, her eyes
would fill with tears. She did this daily.
Seeing her novel way of showing affection,
Baba was won over by her. Saints are like
God - they are ever at the service of the
devotees. They are very gracious to those,
who worship them whole-heartedly. May it
be whatsoever. Then, this family desired
to leave. They came to the Masjid for
darshan, and took Baba’s permission and
the udi; and made preparations to leave.
At that time, Baba took out three rupees
from His pocket and called Pitale, close
to Him. Hear what He said, “Bapu, earlier
| had given you two rupees. Add these
three to them and worship them. You will
be benefitted.” Pitale took the rupees in
his hands and accepted them with joy as
prasad. He prostrated at Baba’s feet and
said, “Grant me Your grace, Mahara,.”
Waves of thoughts arose in his mind...
‘This is my first visit. So, what is it that
Baba is saying? | am definitely not able to
understand. As | had not seen Baba earlier,
how could He have given me two rupees
earlier?” He could not at all understand
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the meaning or the advice. Pitale was
bewildered... ‘How do | get the meaning
explained?’ His curiosity increased. Baba
did not give any indication and remained
silent. Any words spoken by saints,
however casually, are bound to prove true.
Pitale was fully aware of this, so he was
puzzled. But, later, when he returned to his
home at Mumbai, there was an old woman
at home, who satisfied his curiosity. The
old woman was Pitale’s mother. When
she enquired about what had transpired
at Shirdi, as a matter of course, the topic
about the three rupees cropped up. Even
she was unable to co-relate it. After
thinking it over, she remembered, and
the old lady said to Pitale, “Now | recall
completely. What Baba said is true. As
you took your son now to Shirdi for Sai’'s
darshan, similarly your father had earlier
taken you to Akkalkot. The Maharaj there
was a Siddha, Benevolent, Very Famous,
Omniscient, Yogi, Very Wise. Your father
was also a very moral man. He accepted
your father’s worship, and the Yogiraj was
pleased with it. As prasad He gave him two
rupees, in order to perform pooja. These
earlier two rupees too, Swami gave to you,
my son, as prasad in order to worship.
These two rupees were kept in the shrine
and your father daily worshipped them with
great faith. | alone know about his faith. He
acted according to his faith. After his death,
the pooja and the articles for performing it
became children’s playthings. There was
no faith in God; and even shame was felt
to do pooja. The children were appointed,
in turns, to do the pooja. Who would take
care of the rupees? Many years passed
thus. The importance of those rupees was
lost. All memory of them faded away. The
two rupees disappeared. So be it. You
are really blessed. Not only have you met
Maharaj, in the form of Sai, to remind you
of a forgotten duty, but to ward off dangers.

@
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Therefore, from now onwards leave off all
doubts and bad thoughts. Follow in the
footsteps of your ancestors and do not
slip into bad habits. Go on worshipping
the rupees. Consider the Saint's prasad
as a jewel. Samartha Sai has convinced
you of this significance and revived a
life of bhakti.” Hearing this story from his
mother, Pitale was full of bliss and joy. He
realised Sai’s all-pervasiveness and the
significance of His darshan. That nectar of
his mother’'s words awakened his former
feelings. He repented and atoned paving
the way for his future welfare. So be it.
Whatever had to happen, happened! The
Saint had awakened in him the future
obligations. Gratefully and conscientiously
he, thereafter, carried out his duties...

... Similar is the another experience...
Listen to it with a quiet mind. It shows the
method adopted by Shri Sai Baba to control
undisciplined devotees. Gopal Narayan
Ambdekar, was a great devotee of Baba,
from Pune. Listen to his story... He was
in service in the excise department of the
British regime. After completing service for
ten years, he left it and stayed at home.
Fortune changed and turned its back on
him. All the days of one’s life are not the
same. The stars rotated and brought a bad
spell. Who is there, who can avoid these
changes? In the beginning, he was in
service in Thane district and later his luck
brought him to Javhar, where he was an
officer. It is there that he became jobless.
To regain a job is not easy. Where could
he get it again? He tried his level best at
that time. But, he did not succeed. So, he
decided to follow an independent trade,
but here too troubles beset him until he
finally lost all hope. Year after year, his
financial condition worsened till he hit rock
bottom. Calamities followed one after the
other and the household condition became
unbearable. Seven years passed this way.
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Each year he went to Shirdi and related
his grievances to Baba, imploring him with
prostrations day and night. In 1916, he
was so utterly disgusted that he felt like
committing suicide after going to Shirdi.
So, this time he stayed for two months at
Shirdi with his wife... Listen to the story of
what happened one night... While sitting
in a bullock-cart, in front of Dixit's wada,
Ambdekar was in deep thoughts. Fed up
with life and very depressed, he thought
‘enough now! No more of this trouble.” He
lost the desire to live. Thinking thus and
having lost interest in life, Ambdekar got
ready to throw himself immediately into
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the well. ‘Availing of a quiet time, when
there would be nobody around, | will carry
out my purpose and rid myself of all the
troubles.” He knew that committing suicide
was a great sin. Yet he determined to act
upon his thought. But, Baba Sai, being the
puppeteer, He averted this folly. At a very
shortdistance, there was the residence of a
hotel owner, who also had Baba’s support,
being one of the persons, who served
Baba. Sagun came to the threshold of his
house, at that time, and asked Ambdekar,
“‘Have you ever read this book on the life
of Akkalkot Maharaj?” “Let me see, let
me see. What is that book?” Saying that
Ambdekar took it in his hand. Turning the
pages at random, he began to read here
and there. By wonderful coincidence, the
subject, which he came across was worth
reading as it related to his inner thoughts.
He was deeply impressed. | will relate for
all the listeners the story that he came
across by chance, giving the sum and
substance of the story very briefly, for
fear of lengthening this book. There was
a great Saint at Akkalkot. Maharaj used
to be absorbed in meditation. A devotee,
who was grievously ill, was undergoing
unbearable suffering. He had served for a
long time hoping to be rid of the disease.
He was unable to bear the pain anymore.
He became very dejected. He determined
to commit suicide, and choosing a time
in the night, going to a well, he threw
himself in it. Maharaj came there at that
time and pulled him out with his own
hands. “Whatever is destined has to be
fully borne”, He advised him. “All physical
tribulations, diseases, even leprosy and all
other problems, which we have, because
of our actions in the previous birth, unless
they are fully borne, we cannot be free
from them, even by committing suicide.
If this suffering remains unfinished, you
have to be born again. Therefore, try to
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bear up with this trouble a little longer. Do
not kill yourself.” Reading this story, which
was apt for the occasion, Ambdekar was
surprised and felt ashamed on the spot,
understanding Baba’s all-pervasiveness.
Ambdekar realised that the fate due to
previous birth must be endured. He was
made to understand this at the right time
and it was good that he had not attempted
the reckless deed. This illustrative story
was like a voice from outer space. It
strengthened his faith at Sai’s feet. Sai’s
deeds are unimaginable. ‘Sai’'s warning
guided through Sagun’s words. If there
had been some delay in getting this
unexpected book, my life would have been
ruined. | would have lost my own life, and
would have caused utter destruction of the
family. My wife would have had to undergo
a lot of suffering, and | would not have
achieved my own good, nor attained my
spiritual goal. Baba inspired Sagun and
made the book an instrument to divert my
mind from committing suicide.” If such an
incident had not occurred, the poor man
would have unnecessarily lost his life.
But, where, there is a saviour like Sai,
who would be able to kill? This devotee’s
father had faith in Akkalkot Swami. Baba
made him understand that he should
follow in his father’s footsteps... So be it.
Later, everything was well. Those days
passed. He studied astrology, putting in a
lot of efforts, and that was rewarding. He
got Sai’'s grace and blessings. Fortune
smiled upon him, later on. He became
well-versed in astrology and his earlier
adverse circumstances ended. His love
for the Guru increased, and he achieved
happiness and health. He had ease and
happiness in family life. He became very
happy.

— Govind (Annasaheb) Raghunath

Dabholkar alias Hemadpant narrates in
SHRI SAI SATCHARITA
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Publlc Dlsclosure

The Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust,
Shirdimakesitknowntothe devout-devotees
that the Shri Sai Baba temple has been
opened for the darshan from November 16,
2020, Deepavali Pratipada. The darshan
facility in the temple being in a limited form,
in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic,
15,000 devout-devotees can be allowed the
darshan. The Sansthan administration has
been repeatedly trying to make it known
through press and social media, television,
newspapers, through public displays, news
that because of this all devout-devotees
while coming for Shri Sai Baba’s darshan
will not be inconvenienced, if they come
with prior planning and online registration
(paid and free) on the Sansthan’s website
online.sai.org.in

Yet, even after this appeal of the
Sansthan, itis observed that due to the huge
crowding of the devout-devotees, especially
on Thursdays, Saturdays, Sundays and on
other festival days or holidays, the darshan
administration is stressed beyond its
capacity. Presently, in the wake of the said
COVID-19 and similarly under the National
Disaster Prevention 2005 and Epidemic
Control Act, 1897, the state government
and the district judicial magistrate have
announced restrictions. Additionally, a new
Strain of COVID-19 has emerged from
England. Devout-devotees come to Shirdi
from all over the country and the world for
the darshan of Shri Sai Baba. For this, as
a precautionary measure from Thursday,
January 14, 2021 till the government
relaxes the restrictions, having earnestly
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- Translated from Marathi into English by
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. J
decided to keep control on the crowding
by devout-devotees and their numbers,
the Sansthan administration has taken the
following decisions.

Decisions

Q It is mandatory for devout-
devotees to come to the Shri Sai Baba
temple of Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust,
Shirdi for the darshan every Thursday,
Saturday/Sunday, as also on other festival
days and holidays after going to the website
online.sai.org.in and reserving the paid
and free darshan pass/aarati pass. The
Sansthan administration will be unable to
allow the darshan without the reservation
pass.

Q In order to control the
huge crowding of devout-devotees on
the said Thursdays, Saturdays/Sundays
and holidays and festival days, the pass
distribution centres at the Shri Sai Baba
Sansthan, Shirdi will be kept closed.

Q Even the number of
palkhis (palanquins) on foot is increasing
astoundingly. For this reason, all the
palkhi mandals too should refrain 100%
from bringing palkhis to Shirdi. The other
restrictions of COVID-19 will stay as it is.
All devout-devotees are requested to note
these and co-operate with the Sansthan
administration.

Kanhuraj Bagate (I1AS)
Chief Executive Officer,
Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi

Q00O
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Appeal to Avoid Being Cheated —

Sai devotees should obtain darshan
passes for the darshan only from the official
website of the Sansthan and the darshan
pass distribution counters, for them to avoid
being cheated. Do not take darshan passes
from other private individuals or websites.
It is not right to take passes like this, it is
invalid too. The free passes and online
passes have the devotees’ identity card and
photograph. Hence you cannot be cheated.
The Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi
has appealed to give information of any
such agent they come across to the control
room mentioned below and similarly also
on the helpline.

The Shri Sai Baba Samadhi temple
has been opened for the darshan of Sai
devotees on certain terms/conditions. Entry
to the temple for the darshan is given to a
specified number only due to the Corona-
virus crisis. Sai devotees can reserve the
online darshan passes for the darshan of
Shri Sai Baba on the website : online.sai.
org.in. Many Sai devotees come to Shirdi
without taking the passes online. Such
Sai devotees should take darshan passes

offine and enter the temple. The offline
darshan passes being available beside
the entry gate no. 2 at Shri Ram Parking,
Sansthan’s Saiashram 1, Shri Sai Baba
Bhaktaniwassthan (500 rooms), Dwaravati
Bhaktaniwassthan and Shirdi bus depot,
Sai devotees should obtain the offline
darshan passes from theses darshan pass
distribution counters only. Similarly, the paid
darshan passes should also be obtained
from the pass distribution counter of the
public relations department beside the
darshan line of entry gate no.1.

For complete information on the
stay, meals, medical services, donations
and darshan and others and to avoid
being cheated, Sai  devotees before
coming to Shirdi and after arrival can
contact the Sansthan’s helpline mobile
numbers (0)7588374469/7588373189/75
88375204, control room mobile numbers
(0)7588371245/7588372254 and
WhatsApp no. (0)9403825314. Also visit
the Sansthan’s official website : www.sai.
org.in

Q00O

Corona Vaccination Commences -

The services provided at the COVID
centre as a measure to contain the spread
of the Corona-virus by the Shree Saibaba
Sansthan Trust, Shirdi - run Shri Sai Baba
Hospital and Shri Sainath Hospital being
praise-worthy, this legacy of service to the
patients will continue further incessantly,
stated Sri Kanhuraj Bagate, Chief Executive
Officer of the Sansthan on the occasion of
the inaugural programme of the Corona
vaccination.

The inaugural programme of the
Corona vaccination was held at the
Sai Dharmashala of the Shri Sai Baba
Sansthan on Thursday, January 28, 2021.

The Sansthan’s Deputy Chief Executive
Officer, Sri Ravindra Thakare, Prant
Officer, Sri Govind Shinde, Taluka Medical
Officer, Dr. Pramod Maske, the Sansthan’s
Administrative Officers, Dr. Akash Kisave
and Sri Dilip Ugale, Chief Engineer, Sri
Raghunath Aher, Medical Director of Shri
Sai Baba Hospital, Dr. Pritam Vadgave,
Medical Superintendent of Shri Sainath
Hospital, Dr. Maithili Pitambare, Dr. Vijay
Narode, nurses and employees were
present on the occasion.

Congratulating the Hospital’'s Medical
Officers, nurses, ward boys and sanitation
workers for the service provided at the
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Sansthan’s Corona centre, the Chief
Executive Officer of the Sansthan, Sri
Kanhuraj Bagate expressed his feeling
on the occasion that the legacy of serving
the patients by the hospital will continue
thus, henceforth too. He stated on the
occasion that ‘though the commencement
of vaccination is a matter of cheer, it is

-
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our responsibility to ensure, in the period
ahead, to wear masks, continue the use of
sanitizers and maintain social distancing’.

At the programme’s outset, Dr. Maithili
Pitambare, Medical Superintendent of the
Shri Sainath Hospital, in her introductory
address outlining the measures undertaken
by the Sansthan to contain the spread
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of the Corona-virus, informed that over
4450 patients availed the benefit of the
Sansthan’s Corona centre. The COVID
warriors, who worked at the Shri Sai Baba
and Shri Sainath Hospitals and the COVID
centre during the COVID period will be

administered the Covishield vaccination to
protect them from the Corona-virus. She
stated that these would include the doctors,
nurses, ward-boys, ayas, ambulance drivers
and sanitation workers.

Q00O

Free Hearing-aid Distribution Camp
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750 patients participated and
490 patients were given free hearing
aid at the free hearing aid distribution
camp organised at the Shree Saibaba
Sansthan Trust, Shirdi - run Shri Sainath
Hospital in co-operation with New
Sound Hearing Aid Pvt. Ltd., Delhi, from
January 30 to January 31, 2021.

Many patients in the rural areas
are deprived of buying modern hearing
aid machines, due to the present cost
inflation and lack of information. For the
benefit of such patients a free hearing
aid distribution camp to the needy after
conducting a free (audiometry) check-
up of the ears of the hearing-challenged
patients was organised at the Shri
Sainath Hospital in co-operation with
New Sound Hearing Aid Pvt. Ltd., Delhi.
Noteworthily, apart from Shirdi, patients
from Nanded, Beed, Nasik, Aurangabad,
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Amaravati districts, as also Madhya
Pradesh state too had registered their
name forthe camp. In this the audiometry
test was done of a total of 750 patients.
Ofthis, 490 patients requiring the hearing
aid were given it free.

The Administrative

Officer of
the Sansthan, Dr. Akash Kisave,
Medical Director of Shri Sai Baba
Hospital, Dr. Pritam Vadgave, Medical
Superintendent of Shri Sainath Hospital,
Dr. Maithili Pitambare, Medical Officers,
Dr. Shobhna Kolhe, Dr. Amol Joshi, Dr.
Yogesh Gethe and Dr. Shirish Shelke,
as also the male and female nurses and
employees under the guidance of the
Chief Executive Officer, Sri Kanhuraj
Bagate and the Deputy Chief Executive
Officer, Sri Ravindra Thakare took
special efforts for the successful conduct
of this camp.

Q00
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The Mahindra Udyog Group donated a

THAR series vehicle costing Rs. 8,34,000/-
to the Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi.
Sri Vijay Nakara, C.E.O. of the Mahindra
& Mahindra Udyog Group handed over
the key of the said vehicle to Sri Ravindra
Thakare, Chief Executive Officer in-charge
of the Sansthan, on the occasion. The ritual
worship of this vehicle was performed by Sri
Ravindra Thakare, Chief Executive Officer
in-charge of the Sansthan and Sri Vijay
Nakara, C.E.O. of the Mahindra & Mahindra
Udyog Group.

Sri Pradeep Deshmukh, Chief of the

Nasik region of the Mahindra & Mahindra
Udyog Group, Sri J. S. Prasad, Dr. Akash
Kisave and Sri Dilip Ugale, Administrative
Officers of the Sansthan, Sri Prakash
Kshirsagar, Chief of the Vehicle department
and Sri Ramesh Choudhary, Chief of the
Temple department were present on the
occasion.

The Mahindra & Mahindra Udyog
Group had earlier donated such 14 vehicles
of various series — Voyager, Bolero, Scorpio,
Camper, Logan, Xylo, Maximo, Yuvraj
(tractor), XUV 500, XUV 300 and Marazo.

Q00

Function of Shri Sai’s Palkhi Resumes As Before...

After the function of Shri Sai’'s Palkhi
(Palanquin) at Shirdi, the place of the faith
of crores of Sai devotees, was started as
before, after 10 full months of lockdown, on
the night of Thursday, February 4, 2021,
Sai Sansthan’s Sri Sonyabapu Bankar, Sri
Kailas Dange, Sri Ganesh Kawle and Sri

Rakesh Thakare, these four became the
first to have the honour of the Palkhi. This
phenomenal Palkhifunction was greeted by
Sai devotees with the loud chant of Sai’s
Name.

In the meantime, last year in the wake
of the Corona pandemic, the doors of the
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Sai temple, the international pilgrimage continued performing the worship-offerings

centre, was closed on March 17, 2020. of Sai Baba daily during the Corona period.
Though the world acclaimed Sai temple’s  Every Thursday the Sai Palkhi function that
doors were closed, yet the Sai Sansthan was started during Baba’s manifestation,
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from Dwarkamai to Chavadi, was stopped after full eight months the doors of the
by the Sansthan administration, following temple of Sai Baba, the propagator of the
the COVID norms. After the severity of message of Shraddha (Faith) and Saburi
Corona in the state began waning, the state  (Patience), were opened for the darshan
government relaxed the curfew in phases, of the devout-devotees. The darshan
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arrangements in the temple were made as
per the COVID rules. Appeals were made to
the Chief Minister by the villagers of Shirdi
and also by Sai devotees to commence the
Sai Palkhi function. The villagers persisted
with their demand to start the Palkhi
function. Accordingly, with the mediation
of the legislator, Sri Radhakrishna Vikhe
Patil, ultimately on Thursday, February 4,
2021 around 9.30 p.m., Sai Baba’s Palkhi
function resumed as before to the fanfare
of the sounding of cymbals-drums. The
Palkhi function was held in the presence

of just fifteen to twenty employees of the
Sansthan following the COVID rules. Heavy
bandobast (arrangement) was kept in place
on the occasion. Security personnel of the
Sansthan and similarly the police were
deployed. Barricading was done on all four

sides. The devout-devotees expressed
a feeling of boundless fulfilment by the
villagers and the innumerable Sai devotees,
ongettingto see the holy Padukas (footwear)
and satka (baton) of Sai Baba in the treat to
the eyes Palkhi function after ten months.

Q00O
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